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In November of 2006, I attended a
“Christianity’s Social Function and lmpact to
Modern China” forum organized and hosted by
the Shanghai University’s Religions and Social
Research Center. Among the 12 people from
Hong Kong who were invited to attend were 5
representatives from the Catholic churches and
7 from the Christian churches. Making up the
24-member group from Mainland China, 9 were
from the governing bodies or party members, 4
were Christians and Catholics and 11 from the
academia. A total of 12 theses were submitted
by the Hong Kong representatives and 14 by the
Mainland Chinese. The discussion atmosphere
was strong, colourful and constructive - a
satisfying outcome for the organizer. A speech
by a Hong Kong academic representative
stirred up controversies when he brought up
the possibility or suspicion that Rev. Robert
Morrison was involved in the infamous opium
trading during his Chinese mission that started
in 1807. This point-of-view drew immediate
criticism and debate from two Hong Kong
reverends.

Some of the missionaries from Europe
and America dedicated their lives for the
gospel in China, becoming part of the
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Chinese society and accepting the culture.
They established schools that helped change
the Chinese perception of education for the
females. Some built hospitals; some brought
with them the Western civilization, technology
and democracy. Rev. Henry V. Noyes and his
sister from the U.S. based Presbyterian Church
contributed enormously to the academic scene
in the Southern part of China. Ever since 1870’s,
government officials and educators have been
praising their contributions. They brought with
them a hard-working attitude, complete faith to
God, the sense of responsibility, the indisputable
mission work and their willingness to
sacrifice. They gave their lives without regrets.
Missionaries like them earned the respect and
love from the people of China. From a positive
light, foreign missionaries complemented the
church in China, benefiting God’s believers
along the way.

Undeniably, colonialists and imperialists
had done much harm by mixing up governing
power, political power, self-proclaimed divine
power, politics, economic and religions during
the war. Some even used religions as a weapon
to invade China.

Without a thorough understanding about
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Fung Sau Chung
Translated by K. Kwan

history and with only a lukewarm attitude
towards politics, most of the religious leaders
in Hong Kong know little about the concept
of extraterritoriality - in the case of Chinese
believers breaking the law in China, they were
protected by the foreign powers, which in a
way established “another nation within China.”
Few have experienced directly or indirectly the
shame resulted from the missionary incidents.
They’ve only seen the humble gentleman who
loved God and mankind. They studied church
history literatures that were published in foreign
languages. There were far more praises than
criticisms in missionary biographies. Little
controversies or sensitive material were ever
included. Church scholars in Hong Kong are
mostly on the practical side instead of critical
thinking on a much bigger scale. The bad is
seldom mentioned while the good is often on
the front page. There is rarely anyone who
would study the political connotation of church
history.

In fact, as a believer of God, we must learn
to love the truth and the social justice. This is
a burden that we must take on: recognize the
historical justice and be critical of the facts. Just

like the teaching from the bible: “say it as it is.”
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