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Over 380 Hong Kong educators were invited to
attend the celebration of the 57th Anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of China in Beijing
from September 28 to October 2. The Education
and Manpower Bureau sponsored all flight tickets.
Lodgings and transportation expenses in Beijing were
sponsored by the State Education Department of
China. More than 40 educators in Macau, our nearby
Special Administrative Region, were also invited to
attend. Fanny Law of the Education and Manpower
Bureau and Deputy Director General of Education,
Science and Technology Department Pan Yong Hua
acted as the honorary advisors. Several Hong Kong
delegates including Tai Hei Lap, Yeung Kin Chung,
and Wong Kwan Yu were served as chairman and
vice-chairman. Dong Cuidi, Deputy Director General
of Education, Science and Technology Department
provided assistance en route. A number of high-ranking
personnel from the Education and Manpower Bureau
also took on the supporting role. Most of the educators
invited to attend the anniversary celebration had been
awarded the HKSAR Chief Executive Award for their
contributions in various education sectors: universities,
secondary schools, primary schools and kindergartens.
Also invited were school managers and superintendents
of the sponsoring body in education. The Hong Kong
Professional Teachers’ Union, however, was absent
despite its 80,000 members in Hong Kong. Whether the
invitation wasn’t extended to the union or it simply didn’t
send any representatives, it seemed as if something was
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Celebrating China’s <. ™ National Day

missing in endorsing a harmonious society as promoted
by the Chairman Hu Jin Tao.

This trip offered much learning experience for
me personally and I summed up as follows: (1)The trip
was well-organized and well- prepared. Over three
hundred attendees from Hong Kong were arranged to
ride on ten tour buses. On every bus there was a contact
person and a captain. For every ten people, there was
a group leader who attended to the needs of the group
members. Everything was got in apple-pie order at
Although there

were occasional mix-ups on room assignments that

the airport and the lodging facilities.

could lead to embarrassment, problems were resolved
quickly at the Min Zu Hotel in Beijing. Hotel staff
also showed tremendous hospitality to the elderly and
those who had trouble in moving around. This kind of
showing of love and care are usually found among the
brothers and sisters in church only. And it is in sync
with the harmonious society promoted by Chairman Hu.
Unfortunately, this harmony didn’t always exist during
the rest of this Beijing trip.

(2)The nation’s leaders welcomed us in the Great
Hall of the People. Guests from Hong Kong, Macau
and other Chinese communities formed a half circle,
waiting patiently for the reception to begin. There
were about five to six standing rows just behind the
only row of seat. Upon the loud applause from the
crowd, vice president Zeng Qing Hong entered the Hall
where he was accompanied by officials from Hong
Kong & Macau Affairs Office State Council, and other
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Fung Sau Chung
Translated by K. Kwan

departments. His pace was dignified and unhurried as
he walked down the rows to shake hands with some of
us. Democratic and harmonious atmosphere were at full
display. Vice president Zeng then made a brief speech
followed by the photo session. The whole proceeding
was simple but grand.

(3)An introduction to the nation’s 11th Five-Year
Plan and the Education portion of the Plan was given by
the corresponding committee leaders, which showed us
the incredible progress China has made since the 1978
reform. Impacts on agricultural and transportation are
unparallel. The nine-year free education plan has also
begun to penetrate into the rural areas, elevating the
overall education standard in the nation.

(4)We woke up at daybreak of 3:00 am at the
National day and arrived at the Tiananmen Square for
the official flag-raising event. The ceremony is simple
but magnificent. Some sentimental delegates were even
moved to the point of tears.

There were, however, two blemishes in the end.
During our trip to the Beijing City Planning Museum,
some of the attendees showed little patience while
waiting in line. Pushing, yelling and making a scene
that annoyed everyone on the tour. On another occasion,
a female teacher unapologetically occupied two seats
on the bus with her personal belongings. The so-called
elite educator from Hong Kong surely raised eyebrows

among those who witnessed her selfish act.
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PERSONNEL

& We are sorry to lose Ms. C.T. Chow who died of
cancer had worked with our bookroom for the past

Brief
News

ten years. We are thankful for her contribution
during the period. May God comfort her family.
 Mr. Sze Wai of the editorial department got married with Miss Sofia
Cheng on September 23, 2006. May God bless the new family.
 Three of our staff from the editorial and production department
participated a seminar on “Art of Books Deign” on November 6,
2006 in order to enrich their knowledge in the field.

VISITORS

& We were glad to have Dr. Teresa and Dr. Wilson from the SEA
Foundation of Theological Education Fund to visit our office on

September 20, 2006 sharing each other’s work.

ACTIVITIES

J After 12 years’ efforts the Hymns of Universal Praise (New Revised
Full Music Version) has been published. A “Thanksgiving Worship”
was held for the Hymnal at the Kowloon Methodist Church on
September 30, 2006. We are grateful to have Dr. Daniel P.L. Law as
our speaker and three church choirs to present music offerings. We

all enjoyed the Worship in that evening.

 Together with other 43 publishers, we have joined the annual ACP
United Christian Book Fair from November 3-9, 2006. We introduced
several new titles especially the Hymns of Universal Praise (New
Revised Edition) in the Fair. We have received commendations on the
books.

CHINESE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE COUNCIL LTD.

BOOKROOM: 10 TUNG FONG ST., G/F., KOWLOON, HONG KONG
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