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Wisdom of the Desert Fathers -Changing Church and Social
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Rev. Morrison brought with him the gospel to
China in September, 1807 - the first time when the
Protestant entered our motherland. Prior to 1807,

-tﬁﬂﬁl

o,

IR

there had been three different denominations of
Christianity that touched ground in China. The first
one was the Nestorians during the seventh century
Tang Dynasty. The second was the Franciscans
during the 13th century Yuen Dynasty. The third
was the Society of Jesus in the 16th century Ming
Dynasty. All these attempts, however, failed to yield
the result of planting the words of God in China.
The cultural differences were too deep to overcome.
The resistance from the then emperors and the ever-
changing landscape of dynasties all contributed
to the fading or disappearance of the flashes of
Christianity.

In the mid-18th century, the British saw an
evangelical revival that subsequently led to their
overseas missions. The Missionary Society had
been a registered missionary organization in Great
Britain, which was later renamed the London
Missionary Society (LMS). LMS was comprised
of interdenominational pastors and common
believers, including Congregationalists, Methodists,
Presbyterians and the Anglicans. There were
changes that followed, but the foundation remained
intact.

Rev. Morrison received three years of British
education on theology, philosophy, mathematics
and Chinese. In January 1807, Rev. Morrsion went
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aboard "the Remittance" leaving the Great Britain
on a mission to learn the Chinese language, edit the
Chinese dictionary and translate the Bible. "The
Remittance" crossed the Atlantic and reached New
York in May, where he connected via the Trident
that sailed through the Cape of Good Hope in Africa
and Indian Ocean. His arrival required a final leg
that went through Singapore and the strait Sunda
between the islands of Sumatra and Java towards
the China Sea. All the routings and connections of
the trip was a result of the East India Company’s
refusal to allow Rev. Morrison ride on the company
ferry in fear of negative impact on its trade in China.
On September 4, 1807, Rev. Morrison arrived in
Macau and two days later in Canton. At the age
of 25, Rev. Morrison set his goal on improving his
Chinese language so that he could start translating
the Bible, editing and printing the dictionary for
foreign missionaries. Within the next decade, he
finished the Chinese translation of the Bible and the
editing of the Chinese / English dictionary. From
1824 to 1826, he traveled back to the Great Britain
and planned to develop Chinese curriculums in
the British universities. He viewed the colourful
thinking and literature of China as valuable assets to
learn.

With an anonymous identity, Rev. Morrison
donated $1,000 pound to establish Ying Wa College
in Malacca in 1818. His goal was to use education
to bridge the cultural gap between the East and the
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Fung Sau Chung
Translated by K. Kwan

West, trained Chinese pastors and missionaries and
Rev. William Milne was the
In 1843, Rev. James Legge helped

spread the gospel.
first principal.
relocate the school to Hong Kong. Because of
financial and personnel difficulties, the operation
was once halted from 1865 to 1913. In 1914, with
the help of the London Missionary Society and the
To Tsai Church, the classes resumed in Caine Road.
The school was then moved to 82 Bonham Road in
1922.
Hop Yat Church and the Congregational Church ,

In 1928, thanks to the financial support of

Ying Wa spent the next 35 years on the Bute Street
in Kowloon. The Oxford Road chapter started in
1963 and ended in 2003 when the current Shum Shui
Po campus became the home of both the Ying Wa
College and the Ying Wa Primary School.

Rev. Morrison rested in the arms of God
in August 1834. He had seven children. He was
the first Protestant missionary who touched foot in
China. The believers who were baptized by Rev.
Morrison included Tsoi Ko, Leung Faat, Watt Ong
and Chu Ching. His work in China was unsurpassed,
and his courage for spreading the gospel in this
little known land was unmatched. The culture he
introduced had a lasting impact on the Chinese
society, which made him one of the most influential
figures in history in this regard. As the founder of
Ying Wa College, Rev. Morrison’s contribution was
nothing short of extraordinary.

(Extract from the opening speech of Ying Wa Heritage on 11.11.05)
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J We were very grateful to have thirteen scholars from China and
Hong Kong led by Mr. H. N. Yeung and Dr. T. S. Lam of Institute
of Sino-Christian Studies Limited to visit our office on December
19, 2005. We had a good sharing with each other.

ACTIVITIES

& On November 12, we have held a “School Choirs Training
Workshop”
to join the workshop at the True Light Girls’ College. During

. There were about 300 teachers from different schools

the time, we were very glad to have the Boys’ Choir of Ying Wa
College to demonstrate for us.

& On November 19, we have held a “Christian Writers” Lecture”.
We have invited nine writers in Hong Kong as the speakers.
After their speeches, the participants and the writers had a good
discussion on Christian writings.

@ In memorial of Prof. Chen Te, CCLC and Philosophy Department
Alumni of the Chinese University of H.K. co-operated to publish
two books of Prof. Chen Te’s writings. On December 29, we had a
meeting to release the publication of the two books.

& In 2007, we shall join with other seven Christian organizations to
hold an international academic seminar on the 200th anniversary
of Rev. Robert Morrison’s mission in China. Many scholars from

all around the world will be invited to attend.
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