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At the 16th Communist Party
Congress Meeting held in November of
2004, general secretary Hu Jintao prompted
in his report that China should build a
socialist society of harmony, which in
its nature is defined as democratic, law-
abiding, just, sincere, energetic, orderly and
harmonious, both in the sense of human
relationship and environmental care. The
concept of harmony has had a long history
in China, and is the essence of the moral
in the Chinese culture. Deng Xiaoping,
who in the late 70s had upheld the policy
of internal reform and an open, receptive
external approach, emphasized that China
should be in peaceful coexistence with
other nations instead of taking the lead, in
order to build a harmonious world.

The leaders of the six major religion
groups in Hong Kong converge every year

to communicate and converse. And in
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every year’s National Day annual reception
speeches and New Year statements, they
all appeal to their believers for mutual
understanding, hence building a loving,
harmonious society.

Muslim scholars defined the word
“Islam”, with its root in Arabic, found in the
Koran, as maintaining stillness and peace
through surrendering to the creator of this
world. The Koran teaches respect towards
different cultures and religions, and to move
towards peace in an orderly fashion.

In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, “ A new
command I give you: love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love
one another.” This is the basic concept of
love in Christianity. Is this not the most
important element for a society to exist in
harmony?

Yet “love” is lacking in this world.

We are surrounded by hatred, suspicions,
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By Fung Sau Chung
Translated by Jane Ng

desolation, darkness, killings; we see people
engaging in malpractice for selfish ends,
practicing favoritism, fawning upon the rich
while despising the poor. I pray that God
may sew the seed of kindness, forgiveness,
trust, hope, brightness, joy, justice,
democracy, sincerity and friendship, and to
make this unsettled world again an orderly,
harmonious place. May God bestow us
wisdom and mission to love one another, to
cherish the environment, to reconcile with
Lord God and to make heaven on earth.

In Mark 12:30-31, Jesus said, “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind
and with all your strength. The second
is this: 'love your neighbour as yourself.'
There is no commandment greater than
these.” Let us put the teaching in practice

and make our dream of a harmonious

society a reality.
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VISITORS

J In August 2005, we were glad that Mr. W. K. Mak, the auditor together
with two Executive members to have a good discussion on our
accounting. Moreover, we were also grateful to have Rev. Ernest Wu and
Rev. Z.Y. Chan visited our office.

J Leading by Dr. Milton W. Y. Wan, the coordinator of the Resource
Centre for Contemporary Christian Studies of Chung Chi College, 40
representatives from different universities in China visited us on August
15,2005. We have a good sharing with each other.

ACTIVITIES

J Mr. S. C. Fung, the publisher together with Rev. C. K. Lee and Miss
Esther Ho were invited by the SARA Religious Culture Publishing
House and Religions in China Journal to attend their 10th anniversary
celebration. We were very thankful to have their warm welcome. Mr.
B. Z. An, the director-general of Training Centre of SARA showed us the
centre which is still under construction.

@ We joined the Hong Kong Book Fair from July 20-25, 2005 with two
booths in the Hall 2. There were about 640 thousands people visiting the
Book Fair. There was a slight increment in our sales compared with last

year.
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