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the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) has introduced substantial educational
reforms wave after wave in order to enhance local
political, economic, educational, cultural arenas and
so on. These measures are targeted at offering people
a sense of novelty towards the HKSAR. Let’s take
education as an example. Throughout these six years,
the recurrent grant for education have increased by
almost 38% and the non-recurrent grant ones by
nearly 60%; nonetheless, the fruits reaped up to now
has not been up to standard. Not only is there the
mismatch between the birthrate and the education
planning, but also there is no comprehensive study
in resource efficacy. On the one hand, special rooms
are built in the limited areas of each school to
accomplish the School Improvement Project; on the
other, cutting of classes and demolishing of schools
are immediately implemented. Recently with the
introduction of the Early Retirement Scheme for
Teachers as a means of compensation to resolve the
problem of redundancy of teachers due to the cutting
of classes, the morale of the teachers’ team becomes
low, enormously dealing a heavy blow to the quality
of education. Even under the strong opposition of
main church sponsoring bodies, the “Education
(Amendment) Bill 2002” was passed last year. This
Bill requires all aided schools set up “incorporated
management committee”, running the school on
a single hierarchical mode of management. This

move stirred up a change in the quality of the long-
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term partnership between the education bureau and
the sponsoring bodies. What’s more, the bureau has
introduced “Direct Subsidy Scheme” with a hope
to lure the prestigious schools to participate in it
by money offers. We do not have a clear picture of
how those directly subsidized schools will change
as well as the Code of “Direct Subsidy” will be
amended in the future. Besides, all schools have
brought in an array of assessment schemes, ranging
from the professional development on principals,
teachers, etc. to the internal and external school
assessments. It is told that such schemes are to allow
the government and the general public to understand
the current situations and quality. The curriculum
reforms and the change of the number of the public
examinations are also in the pipeline in times of the
educational system reforms. With the implementation
of the 3-3-4 system in the junior secondary, senior
secondary and tertiary sectors, the “Liberal Studies”
curriculum has also been introduced. Regarding the
recent release of the consultation paper, “Reforming
the Academic Structure for Senior Secondary
Education and Higher Education - Actions for
Investing in the Future”, it is anticipated that the
scholars and frontline workers who are concerned
for the local education can make sincere and rational
response.

Educational reforms ranging from bills to
systems, from curricula to examinations and so
on have been sweeping over the society. Those

senior government officials thus do not target at

By Fung Sau Chung

Translated by Piers Kuan

results within a short span of time or do not rush to
accomplish the goals in four years. On the contrary,
they should rather do it step by step, one after one
as well as in a well-prioritized way with respect to
listening more to scholars, educators and the public
at large. Secondly, I stand by the point of view
of a scholar: all kinds of reforms should have an
extensive and intensive research base as a rational
reference so that it becomes proper for proliferation
and lobbying with this guidance. Thirdly, those
middle-level management officials responsible
for the educational reform implementation should
not only have a thorough understanding of the
objectives, contents and procedures of the reforms,
but also an integrated knowledge of these, avoiding
to follow in the failing footsteps of the “Targets
and Target-Related Assessment” or the “Target-
oriented Curriculum”. Fourthly, every single reform
in the plan should have a “Pilot Scheme”. In the
past, there were pilot schools used as a testing base
that offered successful experience. Unsuccessful
examples, however, are even more important for
necessary improvement. Fifthly, the key to success
of this educational reform is the team of the frontline
educators. They should be rendered sufficient space
and time, as well as proper respect. As a Chinese
saying goes, this will “half the work with double
results”. Moreover, they will not get exhausted.
More significantly, they can facilitate students to

build up their critical thinking, self-reflection and

independent thinking as multiple intelligence. g[
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VISITORS
’°° J We were very happy to have Rev. H. M. Hui and Rev.

C. S. Lai along with his family to visit our office in

November, 2004.

) On January 25, 2005, ten representatives from State Administration for
Religious Affairs P.R.C of Qinghai Province who were invited by the
Christian Cultural Society visited us and we have a good sharing with each

other.

ACTIVITIES

) The chairman, some other executive members and the publisher joined a
seminar on “the Revision of the Chinese Union Version Bible” held by the
Hong Kong Bible Society on 9th December, 2004.

@ The chairman, Rev. A. Sen, two executive members, Rev. C. K. Lee and
Rev. L. Leung together with the publisher, Mr. S.C. Fung took a trip to
Shanghai to attend a meeting of the English version announcement of
Bishop Ting’s writings, on 14th December, 2004. They visited the former
chairman of the Council, Rev. Timothy Chow on their way back to Hong

Kong.
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