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On Christian Fathers and Calendar by Luke Cheung
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Tao Xingzhi: A Re-discovery of a Christian Educator
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Sun Set, Sun Rise by Michael Shum
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Underlining the importance of the
religious education by Christians has its
own origin. In the Old Testament, Jews laid
equal stress on the religious education of
adults and children in families, tents and
synagogues. Deuteronomy 11:19 reads,
"Teach them to your children, talking about
them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up." Hence, we can predict that
learning the law and worshipping the Lord
were the core studies extremely valued by
Jews. Upon Israelis had been taken captive,
a large number of Jews were driven out to
Babylon. Jews trained and cultivated the
knowledgeable Rabbi in various ways there.
Without exception, children ought to learn.
Embarking on the Bible, they learned to write
and read.

The curricula of Hong Kong primary
schools focused on Chinese, English,
Mathematics, Social Studies and General
Studies. The curriculum of religious education
works on the principle of freedom and

openness. Various religious bodies can design
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their own contents of the curriculum as long
as the teaching is not coercive to infringe on a
school child's right to believe in any religion.
Schools set up by the Christian circles base
the curriculum of the religious education on
the contents of the Old Testament and the
New Testament. Christian primary schools
prefer taking those biblical books whose
contents are centered on biblical stories,
biblical history and key sayings in the Bible,
as the teaching materials. The contents are so
monotonous that the success of the promotion
of the religious education cannot be attained.
What's more, schools mostly do not
value the Bible Study. Most of the teachers
responsible for the Bible Study have not
received any training of strict or orthodoxy
religious education. As long as the teachers
are Christians or even they are non-Christians,
they are eligible to teach the Bible Study. The
organizations which set up schools emphasize
the performance of Chinese, English and
Mathematics, focusing on whether their
schools are viewed as "Prestigious Schools".

For the religious education, time is not spared.
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Religious; Education of Primary Sehool Children

By Fung Sau Chung
Translated by Piers Kuan

To successfully run the religious
education, the essence is the support as well
as the participation of the pastoral members.
What comes second is the teachers of the
Bible Study. They should receive the religious
educational training of orthodoxy tradition.
The next important matter is the integration
of the religious education into the biblical
culture. Besides the teaching, history and
key sayings of the Bible, such festivals as the
Passover, the Feast of the Unleavened Bread,
the Feast of the Tabernacles, Epiphany, Lent,
Ascension Day, Pentecost, Palm Sunday,
the Holy Trinity Sunday, etc. in addition
to Christmas, Good Friday and Easter.
Furthermore, biblical figures should not only
be taught, but some saints and pioneers in the
past dynasties and generations should also be
introduced. Their uprightness, integrity, heroic
record of events as well as their zealous,
devoted and unselfish contributions to and
sacrificial spirit of the religion are uplifting
and transforming. All these virtues should be

learnt and patterned by young people.
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VISITORS

WS & We were glad to have Dr. Yue Qing Hua from
China Christian Council of Fujian to visit us on
August 2, 2004.

@ We were also very grateful to have 47 representatives from

different universities and institutes in China led by Dr. Milton Wan
Wai Yiu to visit our office on August 16, 2004. We have a good
sharing with each other.

EXHIBITION OF BIBLE MINISTRY IN CHINA

@ The Exhibition was held at the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre from August 6-10, 2004. It was organized
by National Committee of Three-self Patriotic Movement of the
Protestant Churches in China and the China Christian Council.
There were thousands of people to come to the exhibition and it

was very successful.

BOOK FAIRS

@ The Hong Kong Book Fair was held from July 21-26, 2004.
We have two different booths in the bookfair selling our main

categories and recent publications. On July 25, we held a talk on
"Wisdom of Life" spoken by Dr. Michael Sham and "Education on
Life and Death" by Miss Irene Ryder to promote two of our new
books.

@ We have joined the United Christian bookfair, which will be held
from October 12-18, 2004. The main theme for this year is "Love
and Reading".

SEMINAR
@ A Workshop on "Hymns Praising" will be held on October 24,

2004 at the True Light Girls' School. We held a similar workshop
in 2002 and received many good responds. This time we again

invite Ms. Yip Yee Kuen as our guest speaker.
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