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Some 200 years ago, merchants from London of England climbed
up the mountains and waded across the seas with a view to hunting for
business opportunities in the East. They brought spices, silk, tea, gold and
other commodities back to England. Ceaselessly, they traveled to and fro.
In the meantime, there appeared a group of Protestants filled with the
Holy Spirit and called by God, preaching the gospel to the distant lands
instead of making fortunes on earth. They placed orders to make vessels
for traveling across the oceans and then embarked on their journeys;
besides, they asked people for making ox carts to stumble across the
prairies and deserts to the East far away. By building schools to educate
the illiterates and hospitals to save the injured, they spread the good news
to people, thus curing their minds and enlivening their souls. Since then,
churches were set up in Africa, Pacific Ocean and Asia in the distance.
This mighty preaching campaign lasted for some 180 years. This was the
vision of the “London Missionary Society” (LMS).

In 1975, another group of people coming from various nations and
races was attending missionary consultation conferences in Singapore.
The reasons for their gathering were solely for ordinary missionary his-
tory and commitment to Jesus Christ. They proclaimed, “We share the
same mission, not because we possess specific skills, but because we are
parts of the body of Jesus, our Lord.” They were willing to make their
churches as the starting points of the missionaries, thus launching the
work of preaching locally as well as getting poised to participate in the
missionary worldwide. Those churches involved were not for the benefits
of their own, but only for the everlasting love from God to all people.

From that time onwards, they gave up the one-way missionary in the past
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The Founding of the Council for World Mission in 1977
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By Fung Sau Chung
Translated by Piers Kuan

that the gospel was spread from the West to the East; that from North
Hemisphere to South Hemisphere; that from the rich regions to the poor
ones; and finally got rid of the notion of the giver-and-taker identity
distinction. Instead, having equal status and mutual respect, they worked
in partnership and became members together, resulting in breaking the
boundaries of power. This groundbreaking organization called “The Council
for World Mission” was officially founded in 1977.

There were 22 members of the united church from Africa, the
Caribbean region, Europe, the East Asia region, the South Asia region and
the Pacific Ocean region took part in it that year. All those churches
from different nations, societies, cultures and religious sects belong to
countries of the First, Second and Third World. They did not mind the
distinction between the rich and the poor or between the strong and the
weak; but cared about the equal status in sharing resources and
responsibilities. They were targeting at development based on the “Spirit
of Mutual Care of the Parts of the Body”, thus striving for fulfilling the
Great Mission commanded by God in this era.

The spirit of the Council for World Mission is that every member
church is most willing to share their human power, financial resources and
ideas with one another. The innovative mode of missionary, entrusted
ambition and spirit of sharing of the Council for World Mission not only
posed uphill challenges to the Mission Agencies of the West, but also gave
the churches of the Third World tremendous recognition and
encouragement.

“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has

destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.” (Ephesians 2:14)
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) The Worship Service in memorial of Dr. Heyward Wong was

held on September 27, 2003. There were around 400
participants. Most of the people who knew him yearn his
good doings during his lifetime. Mrs. Heyward Wong, Alice
came back from New York particularly to give thanks to all

the friends in the service.

VISITORS

) We were very happy to have Rev. Dr. Chris Wright along with
Rev. Dr. Michael Poon, our Executive Committee member to

visit our office in October 2003.

SEMINAR

& The CCLC associated with the Christian Cultural Society
together with three organizations in Hong Kong and two
organizations of State Administration for Religious Affairs
PRC from Beijing to hold a seminar on "The Social Function
of Religions" at YMCA in Kowloon, Hong Kong. There were
22 speakers in the seminar from 28-29th October, 2003. All

the participants were very impressed by the speakers.

ACP UNITED CHRISTIAN BOOKFAIR

) We have again joint the United Christian Bookfair from
October 30 to November 5, 2003. There were about 68 booths

of different Christian organizations in the bookfair.
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