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Late January this year, the Hong Kong Christian Council was invited
by the Christian Council and the Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the
Hainan Province to visit Hainan. A group of 7 people first arrived at Haikou
City. In the 5-day trip, we enjoyed their zealous hospitality. We toured
around the Island, visiting an array of churches such as Nada Christian
Church, Christian Church of Sanya City, Christian Xinglong Congregation
Point, Christian Tent Church of Dingan County, Christian Church of Haikou
City, etc. We could have valuable chances of sharing and communication
with Chief of Tribe and Religion Department of War Unifying Ministry
Committee of Hainan Province, Chief of Religion Department of Tribe and
Religion Affairs Authority, and Chair, President and General Officer of
CC/TSPM of Hainan Province.

Hainan Island was originally a part of Guangdong Province but since
1988, it has been dissociated from the Province, then setting up the provincial
level system and gaining the approval to be the greatest region of one of the
five Economic Zones in China. There is a population of eight million
people, comprising more than one million of the Li Tribe. Throughout the
whole province, there are eight Li Tribe Self-government counties. This
makes Hainan be the province having the largest population of minority
tribes. Along the waterfront is the comprehensive highway infrastructure
and what’s more, there are lots of plateaus in the distance. The Five-Finger
Mountain Range lies at the center of the Island. We took no chance of
visiting the minority tribes in the mountains because of time constraints.
People dwelling in Hainan are simple, unadorned and honest. Hainan is
unique for its tropical scenery in China. Sanya City situated at the southern
part of the Island is a popular tourist spot and has plenty of hotels. The
Stone of “Tianyahaijiao” (The End of Sky and The Corner of the Sea)
located at the farthest south is a must for tourist to visit. In view of the
ampleness of land and large population of eight million habitants, the
turnover of leading cadres has been high throughout the ten years since the
establishment as the Provincial Region. Consequently, Hainan has become
the weakest Economic Zone from the commencement of the Reform and
Liberation of China onwards.
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A Rewarding Visit to Hainan Island
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By Fung Sau Chung
Translated by Piers Kuan

Christian churches of Hainan have a history of more than one century.
Their set-up was first assisted by missionaries of the American Presbyterian
Church. At the early stage, hospitals, schools and church buildings were
built in large scale and the congregation was great in number. Without
proper maintenance and as time went by, especially in the wake of the
Cultural Revolution which brought sweeping destruction, all the premises
were in serious damage. Hainan churches in the 20s had been one of the
great forces of the member churches of the Church of Christ in China in the
strong promotion of Self-governing, Self-nurturing and Self-preaching. In
addition, they had organized a “Hainan Conference” which had profound
influences. Such churches showed the glamour of the Three-self Patriotic
Church.

On one Sunday, I took part in the worship of Nada Christian Church.
The congregation crowded with hundreds of christian in the church. All
church members are devout, patient and full of love. What they want are
chances of listening to the salvation gospel of Jesus Christ, sharing of love
and care to others and longing for being concerned and attended. Objectively
speaking, Christian Churches of Hainan still have room for improvements
regarding the quality, quantity, software and hardware. The training and
insufficiency of pastors are two urgent matters to be tackled. It was recently
heard that the leading co-workers of CCC/TSPM of China made a personal
visit to Hainan churches to understand their needs. Besides, mentors of
biblical seminaries outside the Province led some tours to visit the churches,
planning to launch training courses for pastoral staff and church workers.
Should Hong Kong churches hope to participate in the sharing of work of
Hainan churches, it is advised you first have communication with CCC/
TSPM of China in order to realize the needs of local churches and then
safeguard the mutual understanding between your churches and the local
religion authority. With the spirit of 3Ms - Mutual non-intervention,
Mutual non-subordination, Mutual Respect, we instill love and care into
the preaching in the wide grain field. The widespread of gospel in Hainan
should be imminent. The well-being of Hainan people will then be enhanced
and glory sent to God.
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OVERSEAS VISITS
1) Mr. Fung Sau Chung, the publisher joined the Hong Kong Christian

Council tour to visit churches in Hainan Province, China in January,
2003.

2) The publisher together with the development consultant and two
colleagues attended the Taipei Bookfair in February, 2003. They
have also met some of the publishers in Taiwan and they enjoyed a
fruitful trip.

VISITORS

We were very grateful to have Rev. Chan, the President of Sarawak
Methodist Church; Mr. Wong Meng-Li, Chief editor of “Methodist
Monthly” and Ms. Lin Liu-Fang, the Manager of the Methodist Book
Room in Sibu visited our bookroom and office. We were also very
happy to have Dr. F. K. Wong and Dr. Andrew Chiu, the CBC writers
visited us in February, 2003.

ACTIVITIES

We held a 'HUP Worship' at the Kowloon Methodist Church on January
25, 2003. There were more than 300 attendants. We have invited seven
church choirs and the Sacred Singers to perform and lead the audience to

sing. The choirs and the audience all enjoyed the worship very much.
We are planning to hold a sacred music seminar in May, 2003.

TR THERANBFRERLR -
All church choirs at the 'HUP Worship'.
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