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Developing local education on the continent of China by Christian
missionary efforts has a long-standing history. In 1830, the American
Methodist Church first set up a traditional Chinese sishu (private school)
in Guangzhou. Founded in Macau in 1839, the Morrison Memorial School
moved to Hong Kong in 1842 in the wake of the Opium War. Catholic
missionaries also established schools in Xujiahui in Shanghai in 1850.
Churches made use of the church premises for the running of Sunday
Schools or Charity Schools. There had been a large influx of residents
from mainland China into Hong Kong since 1950s. In response to the
government’s encouragement to work collaboratively in developing local
education, churches took the initiative to build educational premises, set
up the Boards of Directors and involve in the school management. They
were then held accountable to the government and society in general.
There were religious studies and fellowships in school. Religious background
was not an admission requirement of students. Most principals employed
in such schools were Christians whilst few schools took the Christian
belief as a must in terms of recruitment of teachers. The missionary
schools laid stress on moral, personality and life education which were
mostly welcomed by parents. Churches seen as conservative in the past
made a facelift by actively taking part in developing local education.
“Evangelism and Service” then became the dominant school of thought
among such churches. In the past decade, the cost of land and building hit
a record high; nonetheless, the government still vigorously developed
quality education. Halls and special rooms of new schools were utilized as
facilities for the Sunday Service and church activities. “Planting a church”
for preaching Christianity in schools thus topped the priority of the
preaching plan of church-school bodies. To date, “Church-School
Collaboration” becomes the prominent agenda item of two parties.

With regard to church planting in school, it mainly involves the
use of facilities, human resource management, sharing of materials and
so on. There will be profound effects and mutual benefits of both schools
and churches if two parties have ample communication, sound
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Church-School Collaboration

By Fung Sau Chung

collaboration, a shared vision and the good use of all sorts of resources.
Otherwise, both will sow the seeds of mistrust in between and be caught
in a tug-of-war, resulting in the intervention by the Education
Department and consequently a lose-lose situation.

The prime mission of a church is to preach whereas the sole
objective of a school is to educate. A church is to bring people to Jesus
Christ while a school aims at providing education for the youth so as to
give them a sense of responsibility to his or her own self, the society and
the country in general. Both institutions have de facto no conflicts,
however in the process of striving for their respective goals, they would
like to play the dominant role for the sake of more spaces and better
time arrangement.

All educators cannot agree more that one of the objectives of
education is to develop a good civilian. Church-schools harbour this
thought as well. Even though students do not get baptized to become
Christians nor officially join the church, they will have a subconscious
transformation and take up some Christian virtues once received
education in church-schools. In other words, the objective of setting up
schools by a church is met. Believably, all clergymen in church will
embrace this broadly.

Churches and schools have to realize that the latter has the
sovereignty over the use of facilities and at the same time, the
responsibility to bear. Schools not only have to be held responsible to
the Boards of Directors, but also they must be accountable to the Education
Department and the society by and large. Therefore the church as an
object should uphold this value, “Education comes first, Preaching
second” in terms of the use of facilities. Everything will turn better
should churches have more communication and collaboration with schools
before running activities in schools. If not, everything should be at a low
ebb when both parties are uncompromising albeit resourceful. The rules
of thumb of the Church-School Collaboration are: “Understanding”,
“Accommodation”, “Sharing” as well as “Mutual Respect”.
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ACTIVITES

The CCLC Staff Retreat was held from November 14-16, 2002 at Wu
Kwai Sha Youth Village in Shatin. We have invited Rev. Alan Chan, the
Chairman of the Publication Committee, to speak to us on a specific
topic. We all enjoyed the retreat very much.

VISITORS

We were very grateful to have 10 representatives from the State
Administration for Religious Affairs of China led by Mr. Wang Zuo-An,
the Deputy Director-General, visited our office together with the
Chairman of the Christian Cultural Society and the Chairperson of the
Ho Sai Ming Foundation Ltd. on December 6, 2002. We have a good
sharing with each other.

We were also very happy to have Rev. & Mrs. Cheng Sai-Ho from the
U.S.A. and Dr. W. J. Yao from Wuhan, China visited us on December
13, 2002.

AHRFATREERER
Staff Retreat at Wu Kwai Sha
Youth Village
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