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PERSONNEL W

1) Mr. Fung Sau Chung, the publisher has attended the WACC Congress
held in Holland from July 1 to 8, 2001. The main theme of the
Congress is “Communication: From confrontation to reconciliation™.
There were about 300 participants from different parts of the world.
Before the closing of the Congress, a hand over ceremony for the
new and old general secretary of WACC was held as the former
secretary has retired from his post.

2) The publisher was invited to meet Prof. & Mrs. LIANG Gong
from Henan University, China together with Rev. LO Lung Kwong,
Rev. LEE Chee Kong, Ms. Esther N.Y. HO and Dr. Daniel K.C.
WONG.

VISITORS

We were very delighted to have Re\ Zlon Wu from New York
visited our office in July 2001.

50th ANNIVERSARY ACTIVITIES

1)We have invited both the China Rellglon & Culture Publ1shmg
House and China Christian Council during the period of the Hong
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Kong Book Fair in July, 2001. There were five representatives from
China Religion & Culture Publishing House staying in Hong Kong
from July 17-21, 2001 and eight representatives from China Christian
Council who visited H.K. from July 20-26, 2001. They were deeply
impressed by the Hong Kong Book Fair. During the time, they have
visited different Christian organizations and churches. We also have
very good sharing with them.

2)We have specially designed the booths in the Hong Kong Book
Fair showing our history of printing ministry. Those who have visited

our booths showing their appreciations of our work.

OTHERS

1) Mr. Alexander Chen, our former editor and Rev. Gabriel Chi have
promised to be text revision group in the translation works of HUP
2000 and visited our office in August. We would like to take this
opportunity to show our deep appreciation to them.

2) We shall continue to co-operate with Sing Tao Daily in doing a
page of Sunny Campus which is published every Tuesday. Starting
from September 2001, there will be one more page to be published
every Thursday.
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A WRONG MATCH OF TALENTS OR A DECLINE IN MORALS?

A recent report published by the British edition of The Economist
indicates that the business environment in Hong Kong has dropped
from the third to the tenth in the ranking. Hong Kong’s Chief Executive
Tung Chee Hua admitted in late August that there is, indeed, a downturn
in Hong Kong’s economy, and the unemployment rate is on the rise.
In hope to spark the weakening economy, the Financial Secretary,
Mr. Anthony Leung met with Chinese officials in Beijing to discuss
the possibility of relaxing the rules and increasing the number of
Mainland China visitors. At another occasion, Leung also responded
to a statement from The Economist that the wrong match of talents
in Hong Kong contributed to the slow reaction to the changing
economy. Leung proposed that an amendment to the educational
systems as well as the import of talents is necessary to elicit a positive
change in attitudes to learn and to better adapt to the changing world.

Crisis Management Firm interviewed foreign employees in 12
Asian cities to rank, among 17 criterion on the educational systems,
the quality and distribution of human resources of its area. Hong Kong
came in a disappointing eighth, due to the heavy governmental
influence in our educational system, but managed to earn a pleasant
third in professional ethics.

I traveled to Thailand and Malaysia a few months ago. While
staying at a very descent hotel in Bangkok, I was surprised by the
label-protected bottled drinks found in the hotel room refrigerator. A

friend explained that this may because of an unpleasant incident

By Fung Sau Chung
happened some twenty years ago when a bottle of mock-up soda
sickened a visiting foreigner. When complaints reached the hotel
manager, that visitor was given an extra amount of compensation to
quiet the rumors. From then on, special precautions are arranged to
“protect” visitors from Hong Kong.

I lodged at the Promenade Hotel when I visited Sabah, Eastern
Malaysia, in April. The hotel located by the shore has a spectacular
view. However. the spacious room has a rather poorly equipped
bathroom with nothing but soap and bath towel. Numerous requests
were disregarded by hotel staff, and complaints were ignored by hotel
managers. Finally, the staff at the hotel concierge delivered a face
towel only to request an extra sign-off by the guest. No explanation
was given at that time. We only learned when we checked out that
local hotel is typically wary of Hong Kong visitors.

In the past few decades, little conduct improvements are apparent
in public, both in foreign and local places. Younger generations, though
well dressed, are still often seen occupying seats when older or disabled
people are present. Indeed, too many youngsters nowadays are
aggressive, egotistic, selfish, and inconsiderate who lead flamboyant
lifestyles with gambling and casual relationships; few genuinely care
to improve one’s own conduct.

We pray that this fast-progressing education reform would not
ignore the importance of humanistic and civic education and the

basic moral fostering of the youth. Amen.
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