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From Cambodia to Education Transformation

During the census holidays in March this year, several school prin-
cipals and I had a chance to travel to Cambodia - a nation with no more
than 10 million in population. Having gone through such an earth-shak-
ing massacre that lasted for years, this exotic place located in South-
east Asia has been on the road to recovery. Our six-day trip brought us
to different destinations. We were most impressed by the Angkor
Temples - one of the Eight Architectural Wonders in the world. An-
other place that left us speechless was the Tuol Sleng Prison, which
remains one of the most controversial and fearful places on earth. The
images of the torturing tools and the faces of the tortured still haunt and
disgust people around the world after 30 years. It was the darkest age
for Cambodia in the 70’s when disasters, killings and bloodbaths occu-
pied the nation for three years and eight months. It was estimated that
over three million people - about one third of the total population back
then - was murdered in the killing fields. Among them were the edu-
cated and professionals who were chased out of the city before being
tortured and executed in the rural areas. In the 90’s, over 20,000 con-
centration camps and execution locations were discovered along with
169 prisons. The 30,000 newly found photos are the perfect testimoni-
als of the social classes struggles and the tragedies that it caused.

The education system in Hong Kong must adjust and transform to
catch up with the ever-changing society. This is one thing that most
people agree. Whether or not a complete overhaul of this system is

necessary remains a serious concern. Some of us have suggested that

Fung Sau

the old system must be replaced. In fact, in recent years, many voices
have emerged to suggest a wide variety of new strategies that would
revolutionize the way we educate. From the government-assisted kin-
dergarten scheme, to the cancellation of the aptitude test, the mother-
tongue education, post-secondary associate degree, language proficiency
assessment, ‘through-train’ admission scheme, life-wide learning, en-
joyable learning ... more attentions have been put on the “C” word -
CHANGE than ever before. The government obviously has stirred up
fights and started fires in every single social level, especially in classes
of school supervisors, managers, parents, teachers and sponsoring or-
ganizations alike. All of them have become suspicious of others’ inten-
tions, and the peace within apparently has disappeared. This tactic en-
forced by the governing officials is most unfortunate for the people in
Hong Kong. Before any transformation and improvement, all we see
are jealousy and confrontation. In a way, it has fallen into a form of
social classes struggles, which we haven’t seen for the longest time.
What we must realize is that improving the education system is
different from putting out crimes. We must take our steps very care-
fully rather than rushing into a so-called solution just because the gov-
erning body wants to see quick results. It takes patience, care and under-
standing; the policies should be made after detailed discussions, surveys,
research and information exchanges. Let’s not forget that education is
a long-standing commitment. Success and failure could carry the exact

same weight of impact to Hong Kong and our generations to come.
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PERSONNEL

19 of the committee members and the staff had returned from the tfip to
East and West Malaysia in April, 2001. They were very delighted to make
good contacts with the Methodist churches and Christian Publishers there.
They have been to Kuala Lumpur, Sibu and Sabah. They enjoyed the trip
very much.

VISITORS

We were very grateful to have Inner Mongolia Educators to visit our

bookroom in May. They showed their great interest in our publications.
On June 4, 2001 Rev. Dr. Lien-Hwa Chow visited our office and we have

a brief meeting to discuss about the present progress of the CBC series.

50th ANNIVERSARY SEMINARS

In celebrating our 50th anniversary this year, we have held two Educa-

tion Seminars on May 12 and June 9. Two more Seminars on C.S. Lewis
Writings were held on June 16 & 23. We were very encouraged by the
response of the participants.
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REMOVAL NOTICE

We are pleased to advise you that,as from 26 June 2001, the General
Office of our Council has been moved to:

14/F, Surson Commercial Bldg., 140 Austin Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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