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VISITORS

@ Rev. Pao-Ping Kan from Najing Theological Seminary
visited our office on 10th March.

@ Ms Dorothy Jones, our old friend with her husband
MTr. Omar Hartzler visited us on 24th March.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

@ The CCLC AGM was held in March, 1997, during the
meeting Rev. Abraham Sen was elected as the Chairman,
Ms. Siu-Wah Ko as the Vice Chairman, Rev. Man-King Tso
as Hon. Treasurer and Mr. Sau-Chung Fung as the Secretary.

SEMINAR

@ We were invited by the Macau Choi Kou Primary School
and R. Morrison Memorial School to hold a seminar on
reading for P.6 students during Easter. There were over 40
participants.

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION DEVELOP-
MENT FUND FOR CHINA

@ We are very thankful for those who have supported this
project. We have received about HK$20,000.00 donations
since its establishment in January this year. However, it still
falls far short of our target. We need your continual support
&prayers so that we could supply more theological and
reference books to meet the need of seminary teachers and
students.
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THE "97 EXPERIENCE" OF HONG KONG CHRISTIANS

"97" is the result of the wars and treaties of the Qing Dynasty
in the 19th century. After Britain defeated China in the
Opium War, according to the Nanjing Treaty in 1842 Hong
Kong Island was ceded permanently to Britain. In 1860
China was defeated again and part of Kowloon Peninsula
was granted to Britain. 38 years later in the Beijing
Convention, Britain successfully negotiated a 99-year lease
for the territory between Kowloon Peninsula and Shenzhen
River (now named New Teerritories) and hundreds of islands
for the period of 1898 to 1997.

As a matter of fact the whole development of Hong Kong
includes not only Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula
but also the New Territories and all surrounding islands. And
since 1949 China has declared that they would not recognize
those "unequal" treaties. The expiration of the lease of Kowloon
Peninsula/New Territories in 1997 which affects more than
90% of the area of Hong Kong is non-negotiable. The identity
of Hong Kong as well as her future is now at hand.

The "97 issue" has been discussed publicly since the early '80S
when the British Prime Minister visited Beijing. From 1981 to
1983 there were many seminars and conferences among Hong
Kong Churches as well as books and articles published on
related topics. As I observed during this period there were 3
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major areas of discussion among Hong Kong Christians on the
97 issue: 1) To identify Hong Kong Christians as Chinese; 2)
To be more actively involved in the society; 3) To encourage
the Hong Kong churches to commit themselves to the future.

During that time we found the general atmosphere to be
positive and optimistic. But then came the ten years of hard
times. From 1982 to 1991, we saw diversities of political
arguments, conflicts on drafting the Basic-Law and the "4th
June Event". Over 300,000 people immgrated to overseas
countries. It is quite clear that Hong Kong had a crisis of
confidence about the future.

Thank God that difficulties can make lives stronger. Through
all the changes and challenges, Hong Kong people were

being prepared to face 1997.

The year 1997 has begun, 1st July will come soon. Hong Kong
churches will do more on training for ministry, development
for the future, and contribution to China in responding to 97
and the coming new century.

Jeremiah 29:7 reminds God's people to pray and seek the
welfare of the city where they lived. Through the past
experience I am sure that Hong Kong Christains will agree 1997
is not the "ending" but the "begining" of a new Hong Kong.
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