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THE TURNING POINT OF CCLC'S HISTORY

Between the 1940's and 1950's, Hong Kong
experienced atremendous change. After the Second
World War, within a few years, there was a great
change in population, social life and church affairs
which had never happened before. During that time
the Chinese Christian Literature Council (formerly
the Council on Christian Literature for Overseas
Chinese) was established in 1951. This was
the beginning of our history and up to now is our 45th
anniversary.

We can learn from our successes and failures and
achievements in the past. These experiences inspire
us how to plan for the future. As we are celebrating
our 45th anniversary, we are proceeding into the
21st century. We hope that those who are concerned
about Christian literature work will march with us
toward the future.

1951-1954: During this period the general secretary
was working on a part-time basis. Half of the books
were reprints of the Christian publications in main-
land China.

1954-1967: Rev. H.W. Spillett was the first full-time
general secretary. A bookroom was established and
the S.E.A. market was opened. Books of various
categories plus six periodicals were being produced
during this period. Essay competitions and bookclub
membership were held from time to time. In 1965,
the CCLOC changed to its the present name. It
indicates that the publishing house is serving in a
wider capacity.
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Publisher Rev. Eric S.Y. SO

1967-1987: During these twenty years, there were
five leaders to head up the CCLC — Dr. Heyward
W.H. Wong (1967-75), Rev. Abraham Sen (Acting
1975-77), Rev. Simon S.M. Ho (1977-80), Rev. Daniel
D.Y. Wong (1980-84), and Rev. Willie W.W. Wong
(1985-94). Two things are significant during this
period. Firstly, the title of the head was changed
from general secretary to publisher and secondly
all of them were Chinese!

32volumes of the Christian Classic were accomplished.
There were also Chinese theological education
series, Daily study Bible series, Chinese Bible
Commentaries, youth series, family series, children
books as well as the layman training series.
Particularly, the "Hymns of Universal Praise" revised
edition containing hymns of almost every century
was completed in 1977.

1987-1997: In 1987 we had set out a ten-year plan
with goals and aims for the next decade. Some of
them have been already reached and other of them
have been developed into new areas.

The whole set of Daily Study Bible Commentary Series
including both New and Old Testaments in Chinese
will soon be all available. 19 volumes of the Chinese
Bible Commentaries, all written by Chinese scholars,
have already been published. Among the theological
publications there are two books on Asian theology.

Regarding music publications we have published a
book on hymnody more than a thousand pages called
"Hymns and their Stories" as well as a book on



"Church Music and Worship". In addition, there are
four volumes of "A Selection of Anthems". We are also
working on the"Hymns of Universal Praise". A new
revised edition is scheduled to be published by the
year 2000.

Children books are also our main concern. Three
new series of Bible stories, and many other kinds
such as fairy tales, educational stories, folk tales
etc. are to be published.

1996-2001: Five years from now, we will celebrate
our golden jubilee. By that time it will be the
beginning of a new century. We ask our Lord to
continue to lead us and strengthen us in the years
ahead for His ministry.

The following is our planin four different categories —

1. Establishing a Theological Education Fund:
The aim of publishing good theological books is to
train, educate and enrich those who are going to
take part in Christian ministries. We are particularly
concerned about the availability of good reference
books for teachers and students in the seminaries in
mainland China. We hope to keep equipping them
with such books they may need. We sincerely hope
that you may be able to help us in this meaningful task.

2. Electronic Media:
Besides the print media, we also produce cassettes

< D

and compact discs for children and for church music
ministry respectively. Computer discs for DSB
commentaries are in the production stage. A new
electronic device for accompanying singing every
hymn in the "Hymns of Universal Praise" is also in the
production stage.

3. Promotion of Local Culture:

In co-operation with H.K. Composers League and
H.K. Choral Association we will produce eight
volumes of vocal music all written by Hong Kong
composers. Through such activities we are building
a bridge between "sacred" and "secular" arts in the
local scene.

4. Expansion:

A branch office of CCLC has been established in
Taiwan since 1987. We hope that similar branches
may be set up in different parts of the world in the
future.

As reported above, during the past years we have
been donating books of various kinds to seminaries
and churches in mainland China. In the coming
years we will be cooperating with the publishing
agencies there to produce our books in simplified
script in China,-and we in turn will produce their
books in regular script in Hong Kong.

We sincerely thank you for your unflagging support
in the past and will continue to cherish your
prayers and assistance in the days to come.
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A Farewell dinner
forActing Publisher,
Rev. Abraham Sen
and welcoming the
new publisher,
Rev. Simon Sai-Ming §
Ho in 1977.
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o Tk % B, welcoming tl‘xe new publish{ar Rev. Daniel Wonlg as well as
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The Inauguration
of Rev. Willie W. W.
Wong in February,
1985
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A Thanksgiving service for celebrating the 100th anniversary of
CLS and 36th anniversary of CCLC in November, 1987.
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A Thanksgiving service for celebrating the 105th anniversary of

CLS and 41st anniversary of CCLC in November, 1992

at the St. Andrew's Church
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A Thanksgiving service for the retirement of
Rev. Willie W.W. Wong and welcoming the new publisher,
Rev. Eric S.Y. So in June, 1994.
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Staff and Directors of Taiwan CCLC in September, 1996
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One of the school bookfairs
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Joint Christian Boo
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kfair in 1994.

Participating the 10th
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CCLC booth in the 6th Hong Kong Book Fair, 1995
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CCLC booth in the 12th Joint Chr;ti:nlf /#k;i i
ookfair in 1996
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April, 1981

2o\ J50
3

5o

E cill

199341 A AFE7E K A 08 T A A X H AR A
A& T | H1.] A AR B A b R AT S8 A5 K Bl 4

The publisher presenting the CCLC Cup, "Reading Competition

Prize"to the winner, Miss Yeung Kit in January, 1993
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"Bible Verses Singing Concert"” co-operating with
Scripture Union in Macau was held in April, 1996.
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» "Kindergarten Music Education Seminar"was held in March, 1989
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"Choir Conducting
Seminar" by

Dr. Heyward Wong

and Mr. W.M. Chiang
was held in 1996 at the
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St. Andrew Christian Hall
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