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P ublishing as a ministry

—— A Hong Kong Christion’s understanding

I. Preface

Greetings to dear brothers and sisters in Christ.
May God bless us and our work in Frankfurt.

I'thank W.A.C.C. for giving me such a good chance
to share with you my understanding on the topic of the
Christian publication ministry.

Before I begin to share with you, I'd like to mention
two things. First, my postgraduate study was mainly in
missiology in the Asian context. Therefore, the approach
of this paper will be quite missiological. Second, because
of my limited experience, I can only share with you
what we have been doing in Hong Kong. Nevertheless,
I believe we can pool our experiences and resources to
enrich our publication ministry.

Il. Mission of the Church
1. One Mission

"Butyou are achosenrace,aroyal priesthood, God's
own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds
of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light." (1 Peter 2:9) The Church, in
theological term, is the people of God, the body of
Christ and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. And, local
churches and Christian communities are called the
heavenly community on the earth.

We should know that, as a Christian or a Christian
publisher, the basic task is to declare the deeds of God,
to witness to God's love and to proclaim God's glory
as 1 Peter 2:9 told us that we are chosen by God in
order to declare Himself.

2. All works are for God's Mission

God is One and He is a God of Mission — Missio
Dei (John 20:21). Christians ought to bear this basic
concept of One Mission in mind, although we are
different and our works are different. As the Danish
missiologist J. Aagaard said, "The mission is one for the
Church whatever it may be... that the mission of the
Church is singular in that it issues from the one triune
God and his intention for the salvation of all men. His
commission to the Church is one, even though the
ministries given to the Church for this mission and the
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given responses of particular churches in particular
situations to the commission are manifold." (Mission
Trends No. 1 p. 16).

One cannot say that witnessing to God is merely the
duty of church pastors. Neither can we separate God's
Mission into ministries for churches and ministries for
publication.

New Testament scholar T. W. Manson made an
important observation when he said, "Only a saved
community can be a saving community and only a
saving community can truly be saved." Surely churches
and Christian publishers are both saved communities and
saving communities of God. Whatever we do (churches,
publishers and even individual Christians), we do for
God's Mission.

Let us use all spiritual gifts from God to respond
to the calling of Christ's Great Commission as we are
chosen to be Christ's followers to live for Him and
serve Him no matter what our status or position is
(Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 12:1; Ephesians 4:11-
14; 1 Corinthians 12:5ff).

l1l. Mission, ministries and publishing
1. One Mission, many ministries

We know that God will choose different people of
different character to serve Him. He chose kings,
prophets, judges and wisdom writers in the Old
Testament time as well as different charismatic apostles
in the New Testament, such as Peter, Paul, John and
James.

As time went by, the Church has developed an
abundance of means for Mission. Local churches,
organizations and publishers use many different ways
to witness to God among different cultures and people.

We can divide these diverse ministries into the
following areas: Pastoral work and evangelism,
education and social concern, literature, arts and mass
communications, training and research in theology.

However, we must agree that all these ministries
are serving the same purpose. We cooperate in God's
Mission. Pastors, teachers, social workers, teachers,




authors, publishers and theologians should share the
same vision though our fields and concerns are different.

2. The publication ministry

Christian publishing is one of the ministries in
God's Mission. We act as a communicator. Through the
means of publication we are able to proclaim the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and carry out His commission.

Christian communicators convey our message to
the public for God's Mission but other secular
communicators are conveying their message as well.
This is the reality of our situation. We are all aware that
we are living in a time of "information explosion". So
what is our uniqueness?

I'am sure that we all know that as human knowledge
and technology develop at a rapid pace, public
communication enterprises, especially secular ones,also
develop quickly to make a profit. Many messages are
even sent directly to our homes and offices! Under such
circumstances we must ask ourselves again: what is
the significance of our ministry to the public? What is
the standpoint of our publication to the modern world?
What is our ultimate concern and immediate means in
Mission? How do we judge ourselves and other secular
publishers?

Paul taught us to concern ourselves with the things
that are true, good, just, beautiful, pure and lovely
(Philippians 4:8). Will these be our principles? On the
other hand, we discover that human thinking has
changed drastically in this century and that many
traditional ideologies, values and moral principles have
collapsed and undergone radical changes. Thus, how
do we as God's communicators in publishing respond?
What must we insist on and what do we have to renew?
As we face challenges from the ways and means of
secular publishers, will we be able to withstand all these?

IV. Publishing as a ministry in the Hong Kong context
1. Christian publishing in Hong Kong

According to the statistics of one secular publisher
in Hong Kong,Christian literature accounts for only
five percent of the total sales of Hong Kong Chinese
publications (Christian Times No. 412, 23.7.1995). This
reflects roughly the same percentage of Christians in
the total population in Hong Kong — 250,000 out of
six millions. With the above figure we can say that
Hong Kong Christian publications are still plenty much
limited to Christian circle. As far as we know, Christians,
local churches and Christian schools are the main
market for Christian publications.

2. Publication of Chinese Christian Literature Council
(CCLC)

a. Bible studies and theological writings

Our commentaries and theological books are
published mainly for church pastors, seminaries and
theological students. Besides classical books such as the
"Christian Classic Library", we also publish indigenous
hermeneutics and contextual theology. For instance,
the authors of the "Chinese Bible Commentary" are all
Chinese scholars from Hong Kong, Taiwan,
Singapore,Mainland China, Australia and North
America. Book I of the "Asian Contextual Theology
Series" has been published, and Book II will be
published in early 1996. We pray that God will bless
all Chinese Christian writings and make them tools for
evangelization as He has called many Chinese to
become His people so that the Gospel wil spread to all
places around the world wherever Chinese live.
b. Literature and music

Our name is "Literature Council" so we will not
forget the Mission of Christian literature. Our literary
publications are quite popular among secular book shops
as many non-Christian like to purchase our books and
enjoy reading them. (We have got orders from the Hong
Kong Urban Council Public Library.) Through our
literature we can help readers to reflect on humanity
and on the meaning of life although the contents are not
kerygmatic. Through Christian music we bring joy and
peace to Hong Kong people and help them transcend
the common boundaries of the spiritual life.
c. Education and family life

Sixty percent of the schools in Hong Kong are
Christian schools,including both Catholic and Protestant
ones. We know that churches make a real impact on
society through education ministry. CCLC has published
hymns books, textbooks on Bible study and health
education for kindergartens, primary and secondary
schools. We work side by side with these educational
institutions to nurture the next generation of Hong Kong
in God's way, though we are limited.

3. Heading towards the year of 2000

We are standing at the threshold of the 21st
century, but are we Christian publishers ready to enter
this coming era?

Facing a future which is full of hope and
uncertainty, chances and crisis, changes and demands,
what should we do to achieve the Mission of God
through our ministry in publishing? From my observation
I think we must consider the following trends seriously.



a. Civic modernization

Growth of technology makes our society more
advanced and modernized.Modernization changes
men's lives and ways of living. This tendency may
create a new situation with many struggles and concerns
totally different from what we had before. Are we aware
of this and ready to respond? And, can we use modern
technologies to reproduce the ancient story of Jesus
Christ and give order and meaning to modern victims of
modernization?

b. Cultural pluralization

Rapid development of transportation has shortened
the distance between different countries but it has also
brought us in contact with diverse culture. In Hong Kong,
cultural pluralization will become an outstanding
phenomenon in a city where "east meets west"
commercially and culturally and which is becoming
more and more international all the time.

We know that Jesus Christ was born as a Jew in
order to transform the Israelites in person. Christianity
used western culture as its foundation to build up and
proclaim its tradition. Now, can we Christian publishers
who are communicators of God make use of the
character and meaning of these different cultures no
matter they are old or new? What form will our message
take to enlighten our audiences?

c. Social secularization

Modernization and technological improvement
make a city secularized (Secular City, pp.60-84). Social
secularization will make people become materialistic,

< Bishop Stephen Wang (author of Great Hymns
and Hymn Writers) of Shandong Christian
Council has paid a visit to CCLC on December 5,
1995. Bishop Wang also presented his recent
translated book Dead Sea Scrolls ( 3% (FE#g 7
%) ) toCCLC.

<& DrPing-ye Liof the Chinese Association of Religious
Studies and the Chinese Association of World
History has called on CCLC on December 13, 1995.

<& North-east Theological Seminary offers a new
program on sacred music and theology. CCLC has
made use of the donations on sacred music from
different churches and Christians to purchase
books, teaching aids and reference for the

k Seminary. We pray that God will continue to bless

realistic and egoistic. People living in such an
environment may overlook spiritual and eschatological
concerns.

I hope Christian publishers will put our efforts on
both social and soteriological issues as we work on
immediate and ultimate matters together.

V. Epilogue

There is a Chinese proverb: Know ourselves and
know others, then you will win all battles. I agree with
this saying very much and I think this Chinese saying is
applicable to today's Christian publication ministry.

To know ourselves means to recognize our basic
Mission from God, the unique role and function of our
ministry and also our limitations and deficiencies. To
know others means that we must have an open mind to
this changing world as those non-Christian publishers.
Study what we should learn and re-examine the trends
and direction of the present communication circle.

May the Lord bless us and grant us wisdom that one
day when we accomplish our ministry we will get the
recognition of our Lord: "Well done, good and faithful
servants, you have been faithful over a little, I will set
you over much; enter into the joy of your master."
(Matthew 25:21)

(This is the paper presented by Rev. Eric S.Y.So, Publisher
of CCLC, at one of the seminars of the Frankfurt Book Fair
on October 5, 1995.)

e Brief News ~

their ministry.

O Mr David Lin, Coordinator of Asia and Pacific
distict of WACC has called on CCLC on December
8, 1995.

<> China Christian Council has invited CCLC to visit
Shanghai, Hangzhou and Nanjing from January
14-20, 1996. Members of CCLC's delegation team
include Rev Eric So, Publisher of CCLC; Rev
Canon Simon Ho, Chairman of the Executive
Committee; Dr Heyward Wong, chief editor of
music Rev Abraham Sen, Vice-chairman of the
Executive Committee; Rev C.K. Lee, member of the
Executive Committee. After the visit, Rev So will
continue to visit the churches and Bible schools in

Changsha of the Hunan Province. )
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