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NEWS

[J Thirteen delegates of the Jiangsu Provincial
Christian Council, accompanied by Rev. Peter Han,
Vice Chairperson of the Council and leader of the
delegation, visited different Hong Kong churches
from October 6-12. The delegation called on CCLC
shortly after their arrival in Hong Kong.

(] Prof. Yang Si, Professor of the Department of
Philosophy, Beijing University, has informed CCLC
that the Department is planning to include some
Christian studies subjects in the curriculum for the
graduate students. Upon receiving the news, CCLC
has donated a total of 32 classical Christian works
and some other notable theological books to the
Department for the students' reference. (Donations
to the Department are welcome. Please feel free to
contact us.)

[ Rev. Eric So, Publisher of CCLC, took part in the
47th Frankfurt Book Fair from October 4-18.
During his visit in Frankfurt, he had a chance to call
on Frankfurt Chinese Christian Church, the first

Chinese Church in Germany. The church was
established last May. The chief-pastor is Rev. Tao
En-kwang.

[J The 15th anniversary celebration ceremony of the
founding of the Christian Cultural Society (CCS)
will be held at 3:00 P.M. on November 25, 1995 at
the Lecture Hall of Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong.
Rev. Ng Chun-chi, General Secretary of the Hong
Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China,
is invited to deliver message in the thanksgiving
service.Dr. Liu Xiao-feng, Fellow of the Institute
of Chinese Studies and Rev. Canon Simon Ho,
President of CCS, are invited to be the speakers of
the seminar which will be held right after the thanks-
giving service. All people are welcome to attend.

[J The production of the Audio Counselling Series for
children —— The Trouble with Josh and Jenny and
Grandpa are co-sponsored by the Hong Kong
Council of the Church of Christ in China and Mr. and
Mrs. Chiao Hung. Compliments go to them.
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HARVEST OF THE LORD

Matthew 9:35-38

I This is an important passage in the Gospel of Matthew.
From vs.35-36 we can find it like a short summary of Jesus'
work.

Indeed this is a summary of Jesus' ministry on God's
mission because starting from Matthew 10 Jesus started to call
on disciples and sent them to work that afterward those
disciples became partners of Jesus in ministry of God's mission.

Therefore we may say that Matthew 9:35-38 is the
passage which summarizes the major ministry of Jesus

‘himself also reflects the basic manner of Jesus in mission.

II From vs.35 we find Jesus' work was teaching, preaching
and healing. Yes, itis also the core ministry of church mission
- teaching, preaching and healing .

teaching - that is Bible study and Christian nurture.

preaching - surely is evangelization works.

healing - including social concerns and welfare works.
From this passage we know Jesus cared for everyone not only
his / her body but also the spiritual life. He cared forindividu-
als as well as social issues. Thatis, in missiological words, the

holistic gospel of all human beings.

I Now I want to make my sharing focus on two Greek words
they are in vs.36

"harased"(RSV, NIV)/ "bewildered"(KJV) - the original
Greek word: "eskulmennoi” that is an adjestive to describe a
flayed and mangled dead body.

"helpless"(RSV, NIV)/ "dejected"(KJV) - the original
Greek word: "errimenoi” thatis an adjective to describe aman
prostrated with drink.

These two Greek adjectives describe those things and

by Eric S.Y. SO

people are normally rejected by many people, such as sinner,
prostitutes, criminals, social-marginal people or even today's
Aids' victims.

In many people's mind, they are dirty, they are trouble-
some, they can't justify any value.

But, let us turn to vs.37 & 38. Firstly, Jesus called them
the harvest. Harvest means what? In farmer's eyes harvest
means money, harvest is his achievement, harvest equals to
valuable things. What a strongly opposite understanding of
Jesus. Secondly, Jesus called God was the Lord of harvest, it
means that our God is the owner of this harvest and He
cares for them. Let us all be reminded that those who are

been rejected and give up but in God's eyes are precious.

IV Finally I would like to ask all of us here to reflect the
following points.

1.Are we always have the same mind and same eyes as
same as our Lord Jesus?

2.Where is our harvest area? Are the high-class places?
The well-educated people? How we judge our ministry with
the manner of Jesus?

3.Will we adjust the goal of our mission with the
compassonate heart of Jesus?

If we can do so, I think we surely find some new harvest
places within our society.

Amen.

(Thisis the sermon given by Rev. Eric S.Y. SO (CCLC Publisher)
at the Frankfurt Book Fair

Seminar Closing Service on 17 Oct 95)
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