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Brief News

VISITORS

©ORev. Ge Bao Juan of Zhongnan Theological Seminary
and Dr. T'F. Liu of China Graduate School of Theology
visited our office on 9th June, 1995.

OProfessor He Qi of Nanjing Theological Seminary paid
a visit to us on 14th June.

OThe Rt. Rev. John C.T. Chien, Bishop of the Anglican
Church in Taiwan and the Chairman of Taiwan CCLC
along with four local Anglican pastors met some of our

Directors in the office on 15th June.

>’

BOOK FAIRS

©OWe were invited by YMCA to have a small book fair in
their gospel camp for two days in June.

OCCLC, together with other eleven Christian Publishers
have joined "The 6th Hong Kong Book Fair" to be
held at the HK. Convention Centre from 20th-24th
July, 1995. We hope that through the book fair more
non-Christians as well as Christians would get to know
more about the Christian publications and they would
benefit from them.
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PUBLISHER'S DESK

from Hechi to Wuhan —— The need of China Today

Preface

Hechi is a rural city in the mountain area of Guangxi where
ethnic minority specially Yaozu live. Wuhan, a big city of
central-southern China, is not only the capital city of Hubet,
but also a traffic centre of China.

These two cities seem to have no relation yet by God's
guidance I have visited them and experienced God's works
among the churches in China.

Lay-preacher's training in Guangxi
Comparatively, Guangxi is an under-developed area.
During my visit from 25 April to 2 May I was told that there
are only 20 ordained pastors and 50 preachers among
100,000 Christians in Guangxi. It seems to be impossible
to manage but in fact most of the local churches and
meeting-points rely on the lay-preachers who actually take
up all the daily works.

Lay-preachers are one of the major working teams in
churches of China today. As Guangxi Church Council is
not financially strong enough that they really need great
help from lay-preachers. In Guangxi mountain area lay-
preachers are mainly farmers. Some of them have trained
for 3-6 months but some even 4 weeks!

Help themtoenrich the training programme is the immediate
conern. They need training materials such as Concordance-
Bible, commentaries, reference books and tapes. CCLC
has already sent books and materials to Guangxi Church
Chuncil to support their developments. We hope more and
more Christians apprehend their needs and join us together
in sharing.

Theological education for six provinces in China
On 10 June afternoon after arriving Wuhan airport I went
directly to Zhongnan Theological Seminary where I would
attend their 10th Anniversary Celebration which would be
started on 12 June.

Zhongnan Theological Seminary is a district seminary
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belongs to central-southern China area. It is operated
jointly by six provinces which are Guangdong, Guangxi,
Henan, Hubei, Hunan and Hainan. These six provinces
also send students to receive a four-year curriculum
theological training.

Zhongnan has 8 full-time teachers and 74 students. The
principal isRev. L.F. Lew (she is over 70 years old) and the
vice-principal is Rev. J.J. Wang who was graduated from
Nanjing Theological Seminary in 1985 andcame here with
his wife since Zhongnan started. For the past ten years
Zhongnan has trained nearly one hundred graduates and
many of them have already become local church leaders at
different places.

Zhongnan Theological Seminary dedicate herself in
theological training equipping church workers for China.
Although their facilities and resources are limited, e.g. the
library got 4000 reference books only, teachers have many
extra work-loads, not enough classrooms and spaces for
students and faculties, they are full of confidence and hope.
Inmy visit, CCLC had donated some reference books to the
library and teachers.

I hope our brothers and sisters will response the calling on
needs of Zhongnan. And, they also have special project of
evangelization among college students who are studying at
Wuhan therefore Zhongnan needs theological books,
devotional books and Christian literatures.

Chances and demands

Since Nanjing Theological Seminary reopened in 1980,
seminaries in China have developed from one to thirteen
within this 15 years. The needs and demands are big
and chances and development are fast and plenty. Over
7,000,000 Christians and 1,000,000,000 non-Christians
need more support and concern. CCLC have started the
project of sending books and materials to theological
seminaries for many years. We hope more and more friends
Jjoin us hand in hand to become God's tool for China.
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