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by Hans King
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The Devil of Daylight

by Shusaku Endo
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The Kingdom of God on Earth
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Guests And Visitors

In late November, Rev. and Mrs. M. Y.
Wang of the church in Guangzhou paid us
a visit. Rev. Wang is in charge of the
Guangzhou Christian Church Association.

Last year in early December, Rev.
Ernest Wu, chairman of the American-
Chinese Presbyterian Missonary —Society
from San Francisco, visited us with his wife.
The Society contributes US$2,400 to the
Book Giving Fund in sending books to 13
theological seminaries in China.

The chief editor of the Selected Books
(an Indian publisher), Susan Joseph, came
to HK and shared with us in the direction
and problems of publication.

Mr. Q. H. Wang of the Church of
Saviour from Fujian called on our office
during last Christmas and was given some
books as gift.

Joint Book Exhibition 90

The 5th joint Christian Book Exhibition has
been held from the 1st to 7th January.
Participating units included publishers,
communication organisations and service
communities. The inauguration ceremony
was started by Rev. Canon Simon Ho's
speech, and the representatives of 8
publishers cut the ribbon. The exhibition
attracted a lot of visitors and customers.

Christmas Celebration

On 22nd December last year, the staff
fellowship had a Christmas celebration at
our publisher’s apartment to commemorate
the birth of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.
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&“ l Go Out In Joy ad Be Led In Peace

On the New Year Eve of 1989, the sound of steam
whistles, ringing bells and songs of “Auld Lang Syne”
pierced the midnight air. People bade farewell to the 80's
with mixed and sentimental feelings and welcomed the
beginning of the 90's, the first day of 1990. At that
moment, on this small iskand aftached to the broad and
boundless territory of China, the six million people might
be sleeping. However, weren't there people who were
concemed with the country, the common mass and the
Church? The future would be uncertain to them in the
coming ten years. How should the first step be taken?
How should this long journey be made? Would this be a
winding and rugged path or a wide and plain road?
Perhaps a lot more people were waiting for Fate to lead
their lives, letting the days go by. Nevertheless, Christians
will ask God for wisdom to make good use of their days. |
believe that God's blessing will be poured upon them
from the beginning to the end of this year. And because
they depend on the only living God who takes hold of
History, they will still have their hope for the future under
whatever circumstances. They will enter the door of the
90's steadily with a faithful heart, standing on the
unshakable earth that is abided by God's promise. Just as
the poet said, "My steps have held fast to thy paths, my
feet have not slipped.” (Psalm 17:5)

Last year, in China and certain places of the world,
some events of historical significance broke out, stunning
the people’s heart. Like local citizens, the cause of the
CCLC and its staff were also pounded by the
happenings. But for the whole year, being showered by
God's blessing, we had satisfactory progress in our
ministry, as the prophet said, “For you shall go out in joy,
and be led forth in peace.” (Isaiah 55:11-12)

In the general predicament of labour shorfage, we
managed to have about 25 staff members the year
through. In this competetive market, our turnover was not
only stable, but even exceeded the peak of the past
annual average. At the time when the price of paper
rose rapidly, beyond our target, we sfill published 26 new
books, 40 textbooks, 48 reprints and more than 70
reprinted textbooks. The number amounted to 596,153
copies aftogether and 456,225 were in sale, excluding
the publication service. Such fruitful result urges us to offer
God our harvest with joy and grafitude. However, the
most perplexing problem is that we lack marketing talents
to promote these good reading materials to the public.
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Please remember our urgent need and insufficiency in
your prayers.

In the previous year, it was comforting that after June,
despite the Tiananmen incident, the open policy of China
remained unchanged. The delivery of theological and
reference books that we gave the seminaries and
ministers there continued. We offen received letfters from
many places in China to express thanks and
encouragement to the senders. For this, we once again
feel indebted 1o local and overseas Christian
communities and other supporters who offer donations for
book-giving. Please don't stop praying for this important
and meaningful ministry.

The 1990 publishing plan entails several targets, of
which one is reprinting the whole Christian Classics Library
Series. Only when this is completed can the wishes of
seminaries, universities, libraries, individual scholar and
minister be fulfiled. Thus we urge you to take note of the
issuing date for the sake of pre-ordering. The next comes
the edition of the Chinese Bible Commentary Series and
the Old Testament section of the Daily Study Bible. Please
keep in mind in your intercession for the busy authors and
franslators who work so hard. Then we shall centre on the
franslation of the children book series, Bible Lessons,
Health Education textbooks and the revision of the
bilingual Hymns of Universal Praise. All these publications
await your kind attention. Apart from the above, we shall
keep on enhancing the promotion work of the Sales
Department. The support from churches and schools will
be much appreciated.

In the aspect of the Taiwan branch office, we are
glad to hear that they had sound development. Not only
are they the sole agent of all the publications of the HK
head office, but they also receive the copyrights of some
books we give them to meet the demand of the local
market. We hereby thank their Board of Directors and
staff.,

The accomplishment of the former year and the work
of the coming year all rely on God's care, the leadership
of the Executive Committee, the guidance of the
Publication Committee as well as the whole-hearted
cooperation of the staff.

May the Lord’s salvation grace shine like sunlight
everywhere in this new decade, directing our footsteps to
the way of peace. (Luke 1:77-79) Amen.

By Rev. Willie Wong, Publisher
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