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The Welcoming Party
by Sarah Fletcher
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Collection of Essays on

. Christian Witness

by Moses Hsu

Good News is Bad News is Good.
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Staff News

* Ms. P. N. Mo, editor of kindergarten materials
and children books, was on the way to Canada and the
United States for her annual leave.

* We welcome our new colleagues, Ms. K. Y. Leung,
Ms H. Y. Chan, and Ms M. Y. So.

* The Executive Committee members, Mr. K. F.
Lau and Rev. L. H. Lam, have finished their terms of
office and requested for resignation. We express thanks
to their contribution to the publishing ministry of our
organisation.

Guests And Visitors

There were many visitors in the past two months
who were either on business or invited by local Christian
communities. Among them were: Mr. Z. M. Chen, vice-
principal of the Nanjin Jinglin Union Theological
Seminary, Bishop Y. L. Sun, dean of the East China
Theological Seminary; Rev. F. H. Liang (dean), Rev.
P. J. Zheng (lecturer), Rev. S. Y. Fan, with the company
of Mr. B. X. Xiang and Mr. Y. J. Chen, from the
Guangdong Union Theological Seminary. Besides these,
a tour of 11 Shanghai church representatives, led by
Rev. X. C. Qi, also visited us during their Hong Kong
trip.

The overseas friends included Rev. Dr. Man King
Tsao, Rev. Dr. Moses W. K. Chuk, Rev. Matthew C. S.
Luie, Rev. Eason Tse, Rev. and Mrs. James Shum and
Mrs. Sally W. Lau, etc, from the States and Canada.

Other guests were Mr. Patrick Gilbert from the
SPCK, Mr. A.D. Manuel from the WACC, Mr. Philip
Wickerie from the Amity Foundation and Rev. Harold
Jow from the EWCO.

They showed concern for the publishing development
of the CCLC and appreciated our supply of books for
Hong Kong, Mainland China and abroad.
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The Second Christian Cultural Festival

The second Christian Cultural Festival has been
inaugurated on 18th September at the Edinburgh Square.
The abundant programmes on that day attracted a lot
of audience. The activities continue until 5th January,
1989, and will end with aJoint Book Exhibition. Please
participate and pray for this.

Staff Retreat

The annual Staff Retreat was held on 28th and
29th October at the Cheung Chau Camp of the Salvation
Army. All the staff members joined it to share our job
insights and increase our fellowship. The guest speaker
was Rev. Canon Simon Ho, Chairman of the CCLC
Executive Committee.
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From The Publisher’s Desk

On re-reading the CCLC newsletters, I was quite surprised.
Job advertisements were printed in every issue. But last
year, only several candidates applied for the posts. And it
was a pity that most of them were not suitable for the jobs.
Though some were employed, they still could not fill all
the vacancies caused by the departures of colleagues who
went for further studies, got married, changed jobs and
emigrated. Some fellow professionals also faced the same
problem. Years before, when I saw the employment notices
on the dirty banners in the factory sites or at the entrances
of restaurants and supermarkets, I felt puzzled. Now I
understand the reason. Labour shortage is a contemporary
social phenomenon, but why is it that even the Christian
publishers are affected? Actually, people who are willing
to devote themselves to the literary ministry have always
been few. In this important age, such shortage is more serious,
especially in a highly technological and commercial city where
people emphasize utilitarianism. May God summon more
zealous and committed Christians to join this literary mission
that produces long lasting impact.

However, I am quite glad that some overseas friends
occasionally visit us, offering encouragement, help and
precious opinions.

The seminar on “Counselling For Professionals”,
organised by the Christian Cultural Society and sponsored
by the CCLC, has been successfully conducted. Thanks to
Rev. Dr. Man King Tsao from the Chinese Community Church
in Washington D.C. who spoke on “The Relationship Between
Counselling And Being Counselled”.

We hold staff retreat every autumn and this was the
tenth one. Last year, to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the foundation of the Christian Literature Society, we
visited the churches and seminaries in east China. This year,
we held the retreat on the scenic peak of Cheung Chau.
We were honoured to have Rev. Simon Ho with us, speaking
on “Job And Service”. We also thank Rev. C. K. Lee who
expressed his thoughts on the Christian Cultural Festival.

Summer and winter show the biggest weather changes
in Hong Kong. But the most obvious signs that remind the
people of such seasonal alterations are probably their fashion
styles and the window displays of the department stores.
In November, all the shops welcome the approaching
Christmas and New Year with colourful decorations, naturally,
to promote their commodities. I think: why don’t our friends
in Christ use this chance to proclaim the Good News of Christ
which relates to all men? In this festive season, many people
rack their brains to purchase gifts. Why not buy some books
as presents to benefit your children and friends?
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