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AN OPEN INVITATION
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The Executive Committee
of the
Chinese Christian Literature Council
requests the pleasure of your presence
at their celebration of the
100th Anniversary of the Christian Literature
Society, predecessor of CCLC, and
the 36th Anniversary of the Council
on Saturday, 21st November, 1987
at
St. Andrew’s Church :
138 Nathan Road, Kowloon.

Lectures : 2:30pm
Guest Speakers: Dr. Chow Lien Hwa
The Rev. Canon Simon Ho

Exhibition: Books published by CLS

and CCLC 2:30pm
Tea Reception < 4:30
Service of Thanksgiving : 5:30pm
Guest Speaker: The Rt. Rev. K.X. Kwong

ALBREREECI L—TRAF B BR (RRE K M®) MERA o

FHRERME (4 %)

Timothy Richard | by W. E. Soothill

EE © BRFFER EE D AEK fRYE © 1622

BAEE : 3264 FL# 088 B ER1I0T
PIRIEER (1845—1919 ) » BB St o

JEABE R FEM A R A SRR HEA LTS

SMIGE BEHE 5 3E ~ SE BB IR B80T 5 I BUR JREE fth 55

AR EEREE RN EE N o e L EEE,

ANER SE ~ Realrh B A KERTEAR « I E I E

% BB SRE  AEBREARL  BEEWRDR

STREBGEARA VB ESR o

UCPSE&GEE

HEBHBSHIRARKEHR (UCPS ) M E=EHAER -
BN —ANAEE+—PA=-+AE=+8 » EXETEEERTT » B




TEE
ERENHRE

The Welcoming Party by Sarah Fletcher
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Joseph the Dreamer by Barbara McMeekin
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Barty Says Thank You by Rachel Hall
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Pastoral Counseling and Psychotherapy by Tso Man King
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I Have aQuestion by Yung Sui Kwong
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Collection of Rev Canon Simon Ho Sai Ming’s Writings by Simon Ho Sai Ming
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NEW TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP
HELD IN SINGAPORE

More than forty members of the Asian Region of the
World Association for Christian Communication attended
a workshop on “New Technology” held in Singapore
from September 8-14.

The workshop featured the use of the computer in
desk-top publishing and inventory control. Right after
the workshop was the AR/WACC General Assembly
which was held from September 15-20. CCLC admini-
strative secretary Miss Yvonne Mak attended both the
Workshop and Assembly.

The following areas from Asia were represented at the
workshop: Indonesia, Thailand, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Australia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Malaysia.

The officers for the next two years were elected:-

Chairman: Dr. Judo Poerwowidagdo, Indonesia

Vice-chairman: Mrs. Sarah Matthew, India

Secretary: Mr. Augustine Loorthusamy, Philippines

Treasurer: Mr. Thomas Lim, Malaysia
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IN MEMORIAM

The Right Rev. Cheung Pui Yeung, Bishop of
the Taiwan Sheng Kung Hui, died on 6th
September 1987 in Taipei, Taiwan. He was a
founding member of the Board of the Taiwan
CCLC Branch. A Memorial Service was held for
him at the St. John’s Cathedral in Hong Kong
on 18th October 1987 4:00pm.




ONE HUNDRED YEARS

aul SEe

IN THE PAST

AND A LOOK AT TEN YEARS AHEAD

Rev. Willie W. W. Wong, Publisher

One hundred years ago the Christian Literature
Society (CLS) was started. Seventy years later, in 1957, its
work stopped in China but continued through the Council
on Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese which had
opened its work in Hong Kong in 1951. So the CLS can be
said not to have stopped. The name was later changed to
the Chinese Christian Literature Council (CCLC). Now a
hundred years have gone by and we enter the second
century of literature work. I have not had a close
relationship to the former CLS but now that we are
celebrating this centennial, I am filled with a kind of
excitement and would like to express some of my feelings
and hopes for CCLC.

My knowledge of CLS began in the 1930’s when I
began to read ‘Happy Childhood’. 1 remember the big
bookshelves in the church all filled with books for adults
published by CLS. Besides the Concordance, commentar-
les and theological books, there were magazines for
women and youth. In the 1940’s and ’50’s I was in high
school and seminary. Many of the books I read were
published by CLS. Later as a teacher in the 1960’s I wrote
some short articles for CCLC in Hong Kong. But after I
had moved to the United States, I felt the call to return to
Hong Kong in 1975 as an editor with CCLC. In 1985 came
the call to serve as publisher. In these last twelve years I
have felt the bountiful grace of God poured out on my
family and on the Council.

I was fortunate to have grown up in a Christian
family, so I received a Christian education. Today many
of my friends are pastors in churches. But God called me
to serve through literature work, a possibility I had not
even considered when I was in seminary. Compared to a
hundred years, my work is only a small part, but this has
been a very precious period in my life.

In the thirty-six years of CCLC’s life since 1951, many
friends can testify to the way in which God has guided and
cared for CCLC’s undertaking. In 1951 we had a staff of
three working in a borrowed garage; now our staff
numbers more than thirty and we own 3,000 square feet of
office space in central Tsimshatsui. At first we displayed
our books in a small corner of the Bible Book and Tract
Co.; now we have two big stores in Hong Kong Central
and Yaumatei districts. At first we had only a small room
in the garage to store books in ; now we have two large
warehouses in Tsuen Wan and Shatin. At first we
published only a few books from Shanghai; now we have
almost a thousand titles. At first we had only readers in
Hong Kong and Taiwan; now our readers extend from
S.E. Asia to Australia, New Zealand, United States,
Canada and England. Our books are sent wherever there

English version by Dorothy E. Jones

are Chinese readers, and more recently have also gone to
ministers and seminaries in China. All these blessings
have come from God and from the untiring work of the
staff, translators, overseas supporters, and especially our
Executive and Publication committee members who have
given countless numbers of hours.

The Christian Literature Society had four guiding
principles which now serve to guide us as well. These may
be stated as follows:

1/ Our publishing policy is to spread the Gospel and to
promote and introduce new knowledge which will serve
both church and society. In all that we publish we stand
firm on a Biblical foundation with broad theological
views.

2/ God is our centre and Christ is our only leader. CCLC
does not ‘belong’ to any person or group of persons but we
all, committees and staff alike, work together as co-
workers and laborers in God’s field.

3/ We started in 1951 as a Council including churches of
many denominations and we have continued through
these thirty-six years to be strongly inter-denominational.
We have been supported by main-line denominations and
seek to serve them all.

4/ We do not depend on any single church, denomination
or overseas group for our support. We are self-supporting
and self-governing, but we do welcome those who support
our policies and wish to help us with grants for special
projects such as the Chinese Bible Commentary and the
Children’s Book Project.

These four principles have helped CCLC to become
strong, healthy and independent. These principles will be
our guide for the future. So, appreciating our past and
looking forward to the future, we see clearly that God is
leading us to a new era. He gives us a new commission
with tasks and opportunities even greater than before.

What we are doing now

Inevitably much of our work is directed toward the
needs of Hong Kong, but we see a big need in other areas
as well. This year we established the Taiwan CCLC
Branch to strengthen our service there. But as Chinese
increasingly emigrate to other countries, we try to be
aware of their needs, too.

Another area of need is the church in mainland
China. Although CLS stopped its work in 1957, there
were still many religious books in China. During the
Cultural Revolution, however, all religious books were
either banned or destroyed. Today churches need Bibles,




but they need other kinds of religious books as well. They
need evangelists but evangelists have to be trained and for
that they need many kinds of books. The church in China
will not, perhaps, in the immediate future be able to
produce for themselves all the books that are needed.
Since we are one in Christ, we will try our best to provide
them with what they need.

Cooperation with Churches

In literature work we, as soldiers, fight for the Gospel
but we cannot fight alone. Cooperation with other
organizations is very important. We need to show a
uniting spirit. For instance, six years ago we cooperated
with the Methodist Church to open the S&S Bookroom in
Wanchai. The service to that community is evident in the
success of the Bookroom.

Nine years ago, together with seven other religious
publishing houses, we organized the United Christian
Publishers’ Service, Ltd.in order to buy the United
Warehouse in Tsuen Wan. Then the UCPS published a
joint catalogue and a book explaining copyrights which
was sent to all the churches. Three years ago UCPS was
responsible for the month-long Christian Festival which
included a four or five day exhibition of religious books
and tapes. This year the third Book Exhibit will again be
held in November at City Hall to lift up and make known
religious literature to thousands of Hong Kong residents.

Ten years ago at the celebration of the 90th
Anniversary of CLS, Dr. Heyward Wong, chairman of the
Executive Committee, presented eight reasons for the
success of CCLC. He emphasized the good support CCLC
has had from so many people. Ten years later we still have
this fine support. Of the long range plans we made ten
years ago, we have now completed at least 95%. As we
look ahead to the next ten years, which is only one step
into the second century of CCLC, I want to present our
plans, so that friends both here and abroad will know what
we are going to do.

The Christian Literature Society was established in
Shanghai one hundred years ago and CCLC has been
continuing its work for the last thirty-six years. We thank
God that just as in the past he chose certain people to
carry out his work, so in the present and in the future he
still calls people to write and publish so that all people can
see God’s glory and might and receive his salvation.

I am reminded of the story of Esther in the Old
Testament. She had the opportunity, at great risk to
herself, to approach the King and speak to him. Morde-
cai, her uncle, reminded her that this was her only chance
and said these words:*“ Who knows whether you have not
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther was
willing to use her position as queen to preserve her people
and keep them from perishing.

Now we as Christian literature workers have this time
in history, a time that will not come again, not just for
preserving the Gospel of salvation but for spreading it to
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all our Chinese people wherever they may be in all the
world. Who knows whether God has not called us, as He
once summoned Esther, for just such a time as this?

' e T R
A TEN YEAR PLAN (1987 1997) FOR
CCLC

I. We plan to bring to completion some of our larger
projects and start new ones.

1. Reprint all the Christian Classics Library and
maintain them as a set.

2. Chinese Bible Commentary: the first stage is to
complete the sixteen New Testament volumes and
then the twenty-six Old Testament volumes.

3. Daily Study Bible: complete the twenty-four Old
Testament volumes.

4. Complete the twenty-one volume Collection of
Ho Sai-Ming’s Writings.

5. Complete the ten volume Lay Training Series.

6. Publish Stories of Hymns by Ling Lieh.

7. Publish a Companion to Hymns of Universal
Praise. by Dr. Heyward Wong.

8. Strengthen the publishing of theological books.

9. Continue to publish the Church Directory every
two years.

10. Complete the third series of Youth books and
start on the fourth.

11. Revise and promote the Health Edu-
cation and Social Studies textbooks for primary
schools.

12. Develop new kindergarten materials.

13. Publish children’s books.

II. We plan to extend our work:

1. Strengthen our distrbution network in Hong Kong
and Taiwan; provide
reference books for seminaries in China with
greater efficiency;

2. Strengthen our service for overseas Chinese Chur-
ches and communities by opening bookstores in
appropriate areas in the U.S.A. and in Canada.

II1. The following activities will be carried out by CCLC’s

Cultural Society:

1. Organize occasions for our staff to visit churches
and Christian organizations in China and Taiwan
in order to increase our understanding and share
experiences.

2. Present seminars concerning Christian Literature
and Chinese Culture and publish lectures and
findings.

3. Set up funds to encourage original | writings ;
Hold camps and workshops for training indige-
nous Wwriters.

4. Unite the churches in a Hymns of Universal
Praise Music Festival.

CHINESE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE COUNCIL, LTD.
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