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LOOK BACK AND REMEMBER —
LOOK FORWARD AND TRUST

by Willie W. Wong, summarized in English
by Dorothy Jones

As the CCLC staff gathered for worship on a cold
morning in late December 1985, we read these words
in the “Thought for the day”’ from THE UPPER ROOM:
“Look back and remember; look forward and trust”.
We can look back to the countless blessings from God
which give us strength to face the challenges and respon-
sibility as we look ahead to the future.

In the first Newsletter published in November 1980,
Rev. Simon Ho said, “We publish this newsletter for two
reasons: first, it is our voice to the public to tell of our
activities and plans, and second, it is a vehicle by which
our readers can respond to us with their suggestions and
expectations”.

Since then there has been a large turn-over in staff,
including three publishers, but our aims have not changed.
This is a reader’s Newsletter and we hope you, the readers,
will respond with helpful suggestions regarding your own
desires and with constructive criticism.

In 1951 CCLC became the successor to the Christian
Literature Society in Shanghai. We were organized as an
independent body with the support of many different
denominations with the purpose of serving all the
churches. We have tried to maintain a moderate theolo-
gical or political point of view keeping in mind always
that our goal of producing good literature is first of all
in order to spread the gospel. Now that we are facing
1997, we are not deterred by difficulties but are in fact
looking forward to extending our outreach.

In 1981 we cooperated with the Methodist Church
to establish the S & S Bookroom in Wanchai. Last July
we moved our Peking Road Bookroom to Tung Fang
Street behind the Chinese YMCA where we can serve
many churches schools and the community. We have
increased our business considerably by this move.

This was made possible by the purchase last March
of a 3,000 square foot warehouse in Shatin, thus freeing
the smaller Tung Fang Street property for a bookroom.
This larger warehouse space enables us to print larger
editions of books, thus lowering the price for our
readers.

As | look over the past year’s work since | became
publisher, | find we have worked on many different
levels: the Chinese Bible Commentary, Barclay’s Daily
Study Bible, Hymns of Universal Praise, the Church
Directory, Youth Series, children’s books, textbooks for
kindergartens and primary schools. We have also provided
a printing service.

Literary Journal has been one of our out-standing
literary achievements started in 1982 with the support
and encouragement from the Church of Christ in China

and the World Association for Christian Communication.
Our aim was to produce a quality magazine that would
be a meeting place or bridge between the church and the
educated, secular community. The magazine has received
both high praise and criticism. Nevertheless, in spite of
the valiant efforts of editors and a raise in the price, we
are unable to support this magazine without the consider-
able financial aid which is now coming to an end. It is
with regret, then, that we are forced to discontinue
Literary Journal with the June 1986 edition. We trust that
God will bless the contribution it has made in the last
four years.

And now a look to the future — Our primary school
Social Studies textbooks have received a Grade A from
the Education Department and will be available for the
spring semester of 1986. The widely used Hymns of
Universal Praise will be published in a bi-lingual edition
with melody line in both notes and numbers before
Easter 1986. We will be working especially hard on
developing literature for youth and children. We plan
to revise the Christian Classics Series and hope eventually
to maintain a full stock of this series as many are
currently out-of-print.

Our distribution reaches beyond Hong Kong and
Taiwan to Southeast Asia, America, Canada, Australia
and England where there are sizeable Chinese communi-
ties. Our plans include ways to facilitate and extend
distribution in these areas.

A further look to 1987 shows us the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Christian Literature Society. We have already
appointed a committee to make plans for this celebration
which will include the completion of the New Testament
section of the Chinese Bible Commentary, Barclay’s
Daily Study Bible and the Church Laymen'’s Series.

Over the past few years we have had the opportunity
to donate books to visiting Chinese pastors as well as
sending books to China. Most recently we are participat-
ing in a plan to send books to seminary librairies in
China. We look forward to giving all the help we can in
the future.

As | look over the difficulties faced and surmounted
this last year, | am reminded of the Bible’s precious
promise: “Plant in sorrow; reap with joy.” We praise God
for any success we have achieved in the past; and we
trust God as we plan for the future. | personally thank
our excellent staff, our executive committee members,
and our publication committee members for their co-
operation and hard work. | hope we can count on all
our readers for prayer and support in the coming year.




NEW PUBLICATIONS

Timeless Baby, Parts | and 11

by Ayako Sono, translated by Di Xin

The Japanese writer, Ayako Sono, went to Africa to
learn at first hand of the poverty and ignorance of which
she had heard. She also visited Madagascar, that island
off the coast of Africa in the Indian Ocean. It has a
population now of about eight million and seven hundred
thousand. She was much struck by the lack of birth
control and what that did to women both physically and
psychologically.

Her novel, Timeless Baby, is set in Madagascar and
tells the story of a Japanese nun who gives up the material
comforts of Japan to commit her life to working in a
hospital in Madagascar. Her recognition of the sources
of problems the people faced and her concern to alleviate
them is the story of this book.

Lord of the Morning is by the Rev. Frank Topping, a
Methodist minister who now works as a producer of
religious programmes for BBC. This book is a collection
from his programme Pause for Thought. In these medi-
tations he has the unusual gift of capturing the rush and
bustle of the morning and relating the more ordinary
events of life to the deeper experiences of living. The
book was published in English by the Lutterworth Press
and has been translated by Wong Lai Yun.

Vol. 25 Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah from the
Chinese Bible Commentary by Dr. L.H. Chow,
Dr. Andrew Chiu and Dr. Peter K.H. Lee

Many people are not so familiar with the Minor
Prophets in the Old Testament and will therefore find
great pleasure in reading this new book to appear in the
Chinese Bible Commentary Series. It has been written
by three well-known pastors in a fluent and easy-reading
style.

The message and background of each prophet is set
out clearly. Readers who may feel that the Old Testament
has little to say about the present world situation and
has little or no relation to the New Testament will be
surprised to learn that Paul quotes from Habakkuk in his
letter to the Romans when he says, “He who through
faith is righteous shall live.” Nahum and Zephaniah also
show God’s character and activity in a way to be relevant
to our present situation.

The Chinese Bible Commentary is not a translation.
It is rather the creative work coming from the study,
thought and years of experience of leading Chinese Bible
scholars. We hope to complete the publication of all
the New Testament volumes in 1987.
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RE-PRINT

Great Hymns and Hymn Writers by S.Y. Wang

In this new 1986 edition of Great Hymns and Hymn
Writers, we have included an index from the revised
Hymns of Universal Praise for the reader’s convenience.
Although Mr. Wang based his selection of hymns primarily
on the Hymns of Universal Praise, he has also included
hymns from other sources as well.

The information Mr. Wang has gathered about the
life story of the hymn writer including at times the
circumstance which brought forth the hymn will be an
inspiration to those using the hymn.

The history of hymnody goes back thousands of
years to the song of triumph led by Miriam at the crossing
of the Red Sea, to the songs of David recorded in the
Psalms and those recorded in the first two chapters of
Luke: the Benedictus, the Magnificat and the Nunc
Dimittis. In every age great hymns have appeared in praise
of God, and to express the devotion of the believer on
the birth of Jesus, his passion and resurrection.

In our hymns Christians truly transcend all barriers
of nationality, theology, or historical time. Nevertheless,
hymns may have an added meaning when the historical
setting and circumstance is known.

Mr. Wang’s book should be on the shelf of every
minister, youth worker, and anyone responsible for
worship at any level.

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR CCLC STAFF

Rev. and Mrs. Willie Wong were hosts to the CCLC
Staff at a combined Christmas and Oct.-Dec. Birthday

Party held in their home on the afternoon of December
24,

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS

Ms Celine Tsoi Siu-Ling from the CCLC Bookroom
was married to Mr. Terrick K.L. Wong on January 4,
1986. She has previously worked with CCLC in both the
Production and Accounting Departments. We wish her
great happiness.

CCLC BOOKROOM PURCHASES COPIER

A recent purchase of a new copier will be able to
serve nearby residents, schools and churches. During the
month of December the annual sale proved to be very
profitable as many customers bought books and other
items as Christmas gifts.

CHINESE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE COUNCIL, LTD.

57 PEKING ROAD, 2ND FL.,, KOWLOON, HONG KONG

Tel: 3-678031
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