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—An interview with the outgoing publisher —

The following is a conversation between Miss D. Jones and the Rev. Daniel D.Y. Wong.

Jones: Rev. Wong, as you look back over the five years
you have been with CCLC, how do you feel about it?

Wong: I’'ve enjoyed my five years here. We’ve moved ahead
in several ways — in publishing new books, starting a
new magazine, expanding our textbook programme,
opening a new bookroom, training young writers.

Jones: So you have a sense of completion on leaving CCLC
now.

Wong: Yes. Take as an example the 17-volume Dajly Study
Bible: The New Testament by William Barclay. The
first book of the Chinese edition came out in 1969,
but in the next ten years, for various reasons, only four
volumes had been published. We’ve really pushed on
this the past several years, so that now within just a
few months the entire series will be completed.

Jones: On the average, how many books does CCLC publish
in a year?

Wong: | expect we average about 23 books a year. In the
last five years we have published forty-seven new titles
and reprinted sixty-eight. These are all religious books
and do not include our Church Directory, our own
catalogues, our quarterly Literary Journal or any of
our textbooks.

Jones: What textbooks do you publish?

Wong: Our first textbooks were the Happy Childhood
Bible Lessons originally written for the CCC, Hong
Kong Council Primary Schools. Last year we put out
a revision of these books with a completely new format
in a larger size and with exercises for students. The fifth
and sixth grade books were entirely re-written by Mrs.
Alan Chan. This series has been very well received and
is used by a number of different church schools.

Jones: This provides a very real service for church schools
and | know this is one of the aims of CCLC. | under-
stand you have also done school hymnbooks for both
secondary and primary church schools.

Wong: Right. In response to a request from principals of
church-affiliated schools, we made plans not only for
a secondary school hymnbook which includes both
English and Chinese words but also for a primary
school hymnbook. We had only a year in which to
gather together all the material, secure permissions,
edit, prepare, and proof read. All the music was
written by hand. We call the secondary book Teen
Praise for Secondary Schools. It is suitable for all
school gatherings and after school fellowship meetings.
We invited Miss Phoebe Y. Wei to be our music
consultant and editor for the primary books. Although
the content is the same, we are publishing this material
in three different covers for CCC church schools,
Methodist church schools, and Children’s Hymns of
Praise which can be used by any school or Sunday
School. For this book Miss Wei and others translated
a number of new hymns for children which cannot be
found elsewhere. We feel this book definitely makes
a valuable addition to children’s hymns.

Jones: | understand why Bible lessons and hymnbooks
are part of your mandate to publish for the churches,
but you also publish textbooks in secular subjects,
don’t you?

Wong: Yes. You know, every religious publisher has to
develop some line that is his ‘bread and butter,” some-
thing that gives him enough profit to enable him to
publish books which, while very valuable, have a small
market and take a long time to sell. In our case our
textbooks enable us to be in business. And we do, also,
apply our Christian attitudes to our textbooks. Take
as an example the recognition of the importance of
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spiritual and mental health in our Health Education
textbooks. Incidentally, our Health Education text-
books have recently been revised in accordance with
the curriculum syllabus of the Hong Kong Education
Department. We were happy to be one of seven
publishers to receive an “A” rating from the Education
Department. The latest set of textbooks also rated “A”’,
is our Primary Social Studies textbooks. This series
will be in use next year.

Jones: Rev. Wong, you started the quarterly magazine,

Literary Journal, and have been its General Editor
from the beginning. Would you like to say something
about how you came to start it and who its readers
are?

Wong: Literary Journal has been in existence for three

years now. It was due to the encouragement of the late
Dr. Peter Wong, former General Secretary of the CCC,
Hong Kong Council, that we projected plans for a
contemporary literary periodical of this nature. The
magazine is geared to the educated group in Hong
Kong. Readers from this highly cultural circle are
mostly university students and writers. From what |
have heard, the magazine is gaining in its influence on
readers. | myself enjoy very much the quarterly seminars
regularly held to allow writers and scholars to express
their views on contemporary literary movements here
and elsewhere such as Taiwan and China. Reports of
these seminars are a useful source of information. It
is also encouraging to see more and more good articles
being contributed by young writers.

Jones: Speaking of young writers, you have been quite

involved with training in conferences and seminars,
haven’t you?

Wong: Recruiting new blood in the field of writing and

translation has been part of my job as a publisher. In
the summer of 1981 we held a Writers’ Training Con-
ference at St. Stephen’s College with about forty young
people participating. | was one of the three speakers
at that conference. Following that event the same group
of young people renewed their friendship and talked
about future activities. For about a year they met with
each other on a bi-monthly basis. In my opinion it is
awfully difficult to develop writers in Hong Kong for
several obvious reasons. Young people lack a sense
of identity with their own cultural roots, and in this
commercialized environment young people are not
exposed to good literary expression; there is simply too
much Hong Kong colloquialism. Culture; in this materia-
listic city, is de-valued. Having said all that, | must say
we are not completely discouraged. Early last year, we
cooperated with Breakthrough magazine and the Hong
Kong Young Writer’s Association to conduct a three-
day training workshop with lecturers from two local
universities. Two months ago, another three-day training

workshop was held under the auspices of the United
Christian Publishers’ Services. We again actively partici-
pated in the event.

Jones: | can see that it is a long process that a book goes

through to get published. But after the book is out,
how do you bring it to people’s attention and make it
available for them to buy?

Wong: Ah! That is the final goal: to reach people. One of

the ways we have of letting people know what is avail-
able is to have a book fair. One such fair was held at
the Baptist College during their Christian Emphasis
Week. Another was held at the True Light Middle
School with an emphasis on Christian education. We
have held a number of fairs at primary schools as well.
| remember a record number of 4,000 books sold at
the Kei Wan Primary School last summer. The pheno-
menal success of that event was due to the two
principals of the A.M. and P.M. sessions taking the
time to encourage children and to assist them in
choosing suitable books.

Jones: Of course, you also have a bookstore at 57 Peking

Road where books are displayed and may be bought.

Wong: We also operate the S. & S. Bookroom in coopera-

tion with the Methodist Centre at 22 Hennessy Road.
This location is in the heart of a business district and
close to the Mass Transit Railway, so business has
been very good there. It has been a great convenience
for churches on the island to have a bookroom on their
side, and it also attracts non-church customers. We have
had this bookroom for three years. The credit for its
success goes to Mrs. Carol Pang, the present manager,
and her assistants.

Jones: And as you leave, Rev. Wong, what do you see for

the years ahead for CCLC?

Wong: CCLC is in a good position for making a real contri-

bution to church life. We have recently secured a new
warehouse in Shatin and are looking forward to
opening a new bookroom in Kowloon. The staff are
enthusiastic and dedicated. | feel sure that CCLC will
go on to bigger and better things in the future.
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AUTUMN BOOKFAIRS HELD
IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Fifteen Bookfairs are being held in a number of primary
schools during September, October and November. Encour-
aging children to read widely beyond their textbooks is
an excellent way to stimulate the imagination, broaden
their knowledge, and promote their understanding and
sympathy toward people.

Fairs will be held in the following Sheng Kung Hui
primary schools: All Saints, Good Shepherd (AM & PM),
Shiu Keung, Ching Shan (PM), St. Timothy’s, St. John’s,
Kei Ngok, Yeuk Wing, and Yat Sau.

Bookfairs will also be held at the following CCC primary
schools: But San, Hoh Fuk Tong, Kei Chun (AM & PM),
and Kei Wah.

PRE-CHRISTMAS SALE

From November 12 to December 24 there will be
many sale items available at CCLC’s two book stores
at 57 Peking Road, Second floor, and the S & S Bookroom
at 22 Hennessy Road, Wanchai. Items include books,
gifts, and cards. Come in and browse around for your-
self, or shop now for Christmas gifts for your friends.

g B
FAREWELL TO PUBLISHER

Our best wishes go to the Rev. Daniel D.Y. Wong as
he leaves the post of publisher at CCLC. Rev. Wong
and his family will go to Canada for the Christmas
holidays and furlough after which his family will
return for their various commitments. Rev. Wong
will remain in Canada to itinerate with the Canadian
churches before returning to Hong Kong in June to
take up another post. While Rev. Wong is in Canada,
his address will be:

7636 14th Avenue

Burnaby, B.C.

Canada, V3N 2AS5
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A Collection of Anthems Edited by Bliss Wiant

This outstanding collection of anthems was first edited
by Dr. Bliss Wiant in 1940 when he was a professor at
Yenching University in Beijing. In 1964 while serving with
Chung Chi College at the Chinese University, Dr. Wiant
republished his collection under the title “Chung Chi
College Choir Selections, No. 1",

The collection includes thirty-one anthems of moderate
difficulty. Two are arranged from the Chinese K’un Chu. It
is with great pleasure that we make this collection again
available to schools and churches.

Gospel of John, Vol II, Daily Study Bible by
William Barclay, 2nd printing

Barclay calls John’s Gospel the ‘Gospel of the Eagle’s Eye.’
The eagle is an ancient emblem for St. John, and as the
eagle can look straight into the sun and not be dazzled so
John of all New Testament writers has the most penetrat-
ing gaze into the eternal mysteries and the eternal truths,
and into the very mind of God.

Volume |l covers the material from Chapter 7:53 to the
end of the Gospel. It also includes special notes on the
story of the woman taken in adultery and on the date of
the crucifixion.

Master of Life, by J.G. Gilkey, 7th printing
This is a devotional book which has been in print for many
years testifying to its popularity.

CHINESE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE COUNCIL, LTD.

57 PEKING ROAD, 2ND FL., KOWLOON, HONG KONG

Tel: 3-678031

Publisher: Daniel D. Y. Wong Editor: H. J. Chang



