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100th Anniversary of CLS
36th Anniversary of CCLC

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

Time: 5:30 p.m. 21st November 1987, Place: St. Andrew’s Church, Kowloon

Leader: Dr. Heyward Wong Organist: Miss Poon Tak

* The congregation will stand

* (1) Preude. i iicesimoronsmmnnassnversonxssonsmens The congregation will stand as the celebrants enter
* (2) Call to WOrShIP ceeeeeeeeereiiiiieiiecnitseneeeeeeneeeeeeeeseeseesessesens Rev. Canon Ho Sai-Ming
* (3) Hymn: ..... HUP 349...... Now Thank We All Our God ........cccvcvnivneennnnenn. Congregation

1 Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

2 O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.

3 All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The Son and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore:

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. Amen.

(4) Responsive Reading: ..... Psalm 119:105-112....ccuvvvnninnenieninienennannns Rev. Lee Chee-Kong

Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe thy righteous ordinances.
[ am sorely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to thy word!

Accept my offerings of praise. O Lord, and teach me thy ordinances.

I'hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget thy law.

The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from thy precepts.
Thy testimonies are my heritage forever, yea, they are the joy of my heart.
L incline my heart to perform thy statutes forever, to the end. Amen.

(5) ANthem .........coiiiieniiiriiiniiineeenieeeeeneeeeerneeeessnnns Church of Christ in China Chorale
Conductor: Dr. Heyward Wong
Sheep May Safely Graze by J.S. Bach
Onward Christian Soldiers by Sullivan-Simeone

(6) Scripture Reading:.... I Timothy 3: 14-4:5 (in Chinese) ..........vvveen... Rev. Li Ping-Kwong
..................... Rev. John Menear
* (7) Hymn:..... HUP 431..... Eaith of OD0r Fathers ausnusisnssiiiisa s Congregation

1 Faith of our fathers, living still, In spite of dungeon, fire and sword.
O how our hearts beat high with joy, Whene’er we hear that glorious word!
(refrain) Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
We will be true to Thee till death.

2 Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, Were still in heart and conscience e,
And blest would be their children’s fate, If they, like them, should die for Thee,



3 Faith of our fathers, God’s great power, Shall win all nations unto Thee,
And through the truth that comes from God, Mankind shall then indeed be free.

4 Faith of our fathers, we will love, Both friend and foe in all our strife,
And preach Thee, too, as love knows how, By kindly words and virtuous life.

(8) SerMOM.cccecccicescessonsoscascesescsscossrsossessssecsesssssesesssassssscasase The Rt. Rev. Peter Kwong

* (9) Hymn:..... HUP 374..... Beé Thiou My  VISion «icssssiisosisisusnssespsissovssvuiaianes Congregation
1 Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

2 Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

3 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

4 High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright sun,
Grant me its joy after vict’'ry is won;
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

(10) Prayer of Thanksgiving .......ccceeveiriniiieiiiiieiiciiiaiitiiniiiiiei. Rev. Yung Kok-Kwong
Let us give thanks and praise to God.

Our Father, You have always sought to communicate with us, your people.
You have spoken to us through the prophets and their words have been preserved for us
in writing.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

Your word was made flesh in Jesus Christ. Through His death and resurrection He made
us become your children.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

We have received your gift of words...words to enlarge our wisdom, to stir the
imagination and quicken our spirits.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

With gratitude we remember those pioneers who a century ago started the Christian
Literature Society in Shanghai. They gave themselves faithfully to the work of
translating and interpreting the good news in many different ways for the people of
China.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

We remember those who saw the need to carry on this work in Hong Kong by forming
the Chinese Christian Literature Council.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.
(11) Prayer of INtercession ........cceeverrineiensiiiiisieiiiioiiicesiiisisacasasninnes Rev. Kwok Nai-Wang

Let us pray for the publishers:
Grant them wisdom, O Lord. Let them have vision and capability, so that they could
bear the task of the ministry of literature.



O God, let your truth grow in them.

Let us pray for the writers:
Grant them wisdom, O Lord; help them write with simplicity and clarity, with force and
compassion.

O God, let your truth grow in them.

Let us pray for the translators:
Grant them wisdom, O Lord, so that they may grasp the ideas of the writer, and express
them clearly and correctly across language barriers.

O God, let your truth grow in them.

Let us pray for the editors and proof-readers:
Grant them wisdom, O Lord. Let them be comprehensive, and yet let them not miss
trivialities, so that publications be ideal ones.

O God, let your truth grow in them.

Let us pray for those in production:
Grant them wisdom, O Lord, and teach them to design and to make illustrations in ways
that would be both appealing and economic.

O God, let your truth grow in them.

Let us pray for the typesetters, the printers, and the book-binders:
Grant them wisdom, O Lord, so that they may find purpose and meaning in their work,
and may learn to deal with mechanical jobs.

O God, let your truth grow in them.

O Lord, we are grateful for the great inheritance which our predecessors have left us.
May we continue what is good, and endeavour to go ever forward. May we also know
that our service in Your name will not be in vain. We seek in all to give honour and
praise to Your name.

Glory be to you, O Lord most high. Amen.
(12) Announcements (Dedication of CCLC’S Bo0KS) .cccevvvverinnnnnnnn. Rev. Willie W. W. Wong

* (13) Hymn:..... HUP 309..... Lead On, O King Eternal ........cccccoveveiiinenennnnnnnn. Congregation

1 Lead on, O King eternal, the day of march has come;
Hence forth in fields of conquest Thy tents shall be our home.
Through days of preparation Thy grace has made us strong,
And now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song.

2 Lead on, O King eternal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
And holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of peace.
For not with sword’s loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums,
But deeds of love and mercy, the heavenly kingdom comes.

3 Lead on, O King eternal, we follow, not with fears,
For gladness breaks like morning where’er Thy face appears.
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light;

The crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might. Amen.

* (14) BenedICtION .uvveneeeinereiesreestessssssseessneeesssesssssssesssssssssnssssnssens Rev. Chow Lien-Hwa
(15) POSHNIR s rmssierosa s nom s s e e e S s S RS R XA The celebrants process
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS
AND A LOOK AT TEN YEARS AHEAD

IN THE PAST

Rev. Willie W. W. Wong, Publisher
English version by Dorothy E. Jones

One hundred years ago the Christian Litera-
ture Society (CLS) was started. Seventy years
later, in 1957, its work stopped in China but
continued through the Council for Christian
Literature for Overseas Chinese which had
opened its work in Hong Kong in 1951. So the
CLS can be said not to have stopped. The name
was later changed to the Chinese Christian
Literature Council (CCLC). Now a hundred
years have gone by and we enter the second
century of literature work. I have not had a close
relationship to the former CLS but now that we
are celebrating this centennial, 1 am filled with
a kind of excitement and would like to express
some of my feelings and hopes for CCLC.

My knowledge of CLS began in the 1930’s
when I began to read ‘Happy Childhood’. 1
remember the big bookshelves in the church all
filled with books for adults published by CLS.
Besides the Concordance, commentaries and
theological books, there were magazines for
women and youth. In the 1940’s and *50’s I was in
high school and seminary. Many of the books I
read were published by CLS. Later as a teacher in
the 1960’s I wrote some short articles for CCLC in
Hong Kong. But after I had moved to the United
States, I felt the call to return to Hong Kong in
1975 as an editor with CCLC. In 1985 came the
call to serve as publisher. In these last twelve
years I have felt the bountiful grace of God
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poured out on my family and on the Council.

[ was fortunate to have grown up in a
Christian family, so I received a Christian educa-
tion. Today many of my friends are pastors in
churches. But God called me to serve through
literature work, a possibility I had not even
considered when I was in seminary. Compared to
a hundred years, my work is only a small part, but
this has been a very precious period in my life.

In the thirty-six years of CCLC’s life since
1951, many friends can testify to the way in which
God has guided and cared for CCLC’s undertak-
ing. In 1951 we had a staff of three working in a
borrowed garage; now our staff numbers more
than thirty and we own 3,000 square feet of office
space in central Tsimshatsui. At first we displayed
our books in a small corner of the Bible Book and
Tract Co.; now we have two big stores in Hong
Kong Central and Yaumatei districts. At first we
had only a small room in the garage to store
books in : now we have two large warchouses in
Tsuen Wan and Shatin. At first we published only
a few books from Shanghai: now we have almost
a thousand titles. At first we had only readers in
Hong Kong and Taiwan; now our readers extend
from S.E. Asia to Australia, New Zealand,
United States, Canada and England. Our books
are sent wherever there are Chinese readers, and
more recently have also gone to ministers and
seminaries in China. All these blessings have



come from God and from the untiring work of the
staff, translators, overseas supporters, and espe-
cially our Executive and Publication committee
members who have given countless numbers of
hours.

The Christian Literature Society had four
guiding principles which now serve to guide us as
well. These may be stated as follows:

1/ Our publishing policy is to spread the Gospel
and to promote and introduce new knowledge
which will serve both church and society. In all
that we publish we stand firm on a Biblical
foundation with broad theological views.

2/ God is our centre and Christ is our only leader.
CCLC does not ‘belong’ to any person or group of
persons but we all, committees and staff alike,
work together as co-workers and laborers in
God’s field.

3/ We started in 1951 as a Council including
churches of many denominations and we have
continued through these thirty-six years to be
strongly inter-denominational. We have been
supported by main-line denominations and seek
to serve them all.

4/ We do not depend on any single church,
denomination or overseas group for our support.
We are self-supporting and self-governing, but we
do welcome those who support our policies and
wish to help us with grants for special projects
such as the Chinese Bible Commentary and the
Children’s Book Project.

These four principles have helped CCLC to
become strong, healthy and independent. These
principles will be our guide for the future. So,
appreciating our past and looking forward to the
future, we see clearly that God is leading us to a
new era. He gives us a new commission with tasks
and opportunities even greater than before.

What we are doing now

Inevitably much of our work is directed
toward the needs of Hong Kong, but we see a big
need in other areas as well. This year we
established the Taiwan CCLC Branch to streng-
then our service there. But as Chinese increasing-
ly emigrate to other countries, we try to be aware
of their needs, too.

Another area of need is the church in
mainland China. Although CLS stopped its work
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in 1957, there were still many religious books in
China. During the Cultural Revolution, however,
all religious books were either banned or des-
troyed. Today churches need Bibles, but they
need other kinds of religious books as well. They
need evangelists. But evangelists have to be
trained and for that they need many kinds of
books. The church in China will not, perhaps, in
the immediate future be able to produce for
themselves all the books that are needed. Since
we are one in Christ, we will try our best to
provide them with what they need.

Cooperation with Churches

In literature work we, as soldiers, fight for
the Gospel but we cannot fight alone. Coopera-
tion with other organizations is very important.
We need to show a uniting spirit. For instance, six
years ago we cooperated with the Methodist
Church to open the S&S Bookroom in Wanchai.
The service to that community is evident in the
success of the Bookroom.

Nine years ago, together with seven other
religious publishing houses, we organized the
United Christian Publishers’ Service, Ltd in order
to buy the United Warehouse in Tsuen Wan.
Then the UCPS published a joint catalogue and a
book explaining copyrights which was sent to all
the churches. Three years ago UCPS was re-
sponsible for the month-long Christian Festival
which included a four or five day exhibition of
religious books and tapes. This year the third
Book Exhibit will again be held in November at
City Hall to lift up and make known religious
literature to thousands of Hong Kong residents.

Ten years ago at the celebration of the 90th
Anniversary of CLS, Dr. Heyward Wong, chair-
man of the Executive Committee, presented
eight reasons for the success of CCLC. He
emphasized the good support CCLC has had
from so many people. Ten years later we still
have this fine support. Of the long range plans
we made ten years ago, we have now completed
at least 95%. As we look ahead to the next ten
years, which is only one step into the second
century of CCLC, I want to present our plans,
so that friends both here and abroad will know
what we are going to do.

The Christian Literature Society was estab-
lished in Shanghai one hundred years ago and



CCLC has been continuing its work for the last
thirty-six years. We thank God that just as in the
past he chose certain people to carry out his work,
so in the present and in the future he still calls
people to write and publish so that all people can
see God’s glory and might and receive his
salvation.

I am reminded of the story of Esther in the
Old Testament. She had the opportunity, at great
risk to herself, to approach the King and speak to
him. Mordecai, her uncle, reminded her that this
was her only chance and said these words:* Who

knows whether you have not come to the king-
dom for such a time as this?”” Esther was willing to
use her position as queen to preserve her people
and keep them from perishing.

Now we as Christian literature workers have
this time in history, a time that will not come
again, not just for preserving the Gospel of
salvation but for spreading it to all our Chinese
people wherever they may be in all the world.
Who knows whether God has not called us, as He
once summoned Esther, for just such a time as
this?

A TEN — YEAR PLAN (1987-1997) FOR CCLC

I. We plan to bring to completion some of
our larger projects and start new ones.

1. Reprint all the Christian Classics
Library and maintain them as a set.

2. Chinese Bible Commentary: the first
stage i1s to complete the sixteen New
Testament and then the
twenty-six Old Testament volumes.

3. Daily Study Bible: complete the
twenty-four Old Testament volumes.

4. Complete the twenty-one volume
Collection of Ho Sai-Ming's Writ-
ings.

5. Complete the ten volume Lay Train-
ing Series.

6. Publish Stories of Hymns by Ling
Lieh.

7. Publish a Companion to Hymns of
Universal Praise by Dr. Heyward
Wong.

8. Strengthen the publishing of theolo-
gical books.

9. Continue to

volumes

publish the Church
Directory every two vyears.

10. Complete the third series of Youth
books and start on the fourth.

11. Revise and promote the Health
Education and Social Studies text-
books for primary schools. .

12. Develop new kindergarten materials.

13. Publish children’s books.

II. We plan to extend our work:

1. Strengthen our distribution network
in Hong Kong and Taiwan; provide
reference books for seminaries in
China with greater efficiency;

2. Strengthen our service for overseas
Chinese churches and communities
by opening bookstores in appropri-
ate arcas in the U.S.A. and in
Canada.

I1I. The following activities will be carried
out by CCLC’s Cultural Society:

1. Organize occasions for our staff to
visit churches and Christian orga-
nizations in China and Taiwan in
order to increase our understanding
and share experiences.

. Present seminars concerning Christ-
ian Literature and Chinese Culture
and publish lectures and findings.

[§9]

3. Set up funds to encourage original

writings; hold camps and work-
shops for training indigenous writers.
4. Unite the churches in a Hymns of

Universal Praise Music Festival.



A Brief History of the CLS and Its Contribution to China

Summarized in English from Moses Hsu's article

by Dorothy E. Jones.

lllustrations are in the Chinese article.

A reader of Chinese history of the latter
days of the Ching dynasty and the early days of
the Republic of China cannot fail to run across
the name of the Christian Literature Society
and especially the names of those western scho-
lars and missionaries associated with it. They
represented a large range of both religious de-
nomination and nationality. Alexander William-
son was a Scotsman; Timothy Richard, Joseph
Edkins and William Muirhead were English;
Young J. Allen and Gilbert Reid were American;
Ernst Faber was German and Donald MacGil-
livray was Canadian. These men were all known
by authentic Chinese names. Their work was
closely related to China’s development and
progress and their writings influenced the criti-
cal changes taking place in China.

China in the late 1800’s

When western missionaries came to China,
they found it a hostile and closed society. The
Chinese were ignorant of world history and of
the social, educational and scientific progress in
the outside world. The minds of rulers and most
of the intelligentsia were ‘bound like the feet of
Chinese women’. The missionaries saw schools
and printing presses as tools for opening the
hearts and minds of the Chinese people. Their
first priority was to present the gospel message,
not to encourage political or social reform.
However, many missionaries believed that in in-
troducing new knowledge about modern educa-
tion, health, history, law, and a variety of prac-
tical matters, a path would be opened to receiv-
ing Christ’s gospel.

At the same time western encroachments
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on their sovereignty and especially the Japanese
war of 1895 were causing many thoughtful
Chinese to reach out for new knowledge and to
seek changes in their country. Among these re-
formers were Kang Yu-wei, a Doctor of Litera-
ture and a renowned Cantonese scholar, Liang
Chi-chao who developed a style of writing
understandable to the common reader, and Tan
Tze-tung, the son of the governor of Hupeh
province. Liang confessed that all his ideas for
reform came from reading CLS books. When
Timothy Richard read Kang's Memorial to the
Throne he wrote to his wife, “There I was
astounded to find almost all the various sugges-
tions I have made boiled down and condensed
into a marvellously small compass.” In Feb.
1898 the Reform Society published a New Col-
lection of Tracts for the Times. This included
forty-four essays by Liang Chi-chao, thirty-eight
essays by Kang Yu-wei and thirty-one by
Timothy Richard. After this Richard was very
close to the members of the Reform Movement.
Timothy Richard

Timothy Richard was only 24 years old
when the English Baptist Church sent him to
China in 1870. He lived first in Shangtung pro-
vince and later in Shansi. At first he spent a
great deal of time living in the country and
secking to understand rural life. He travelled to
the borders of Manchuria and Korea selling Bi-
bles. He taught himself Chinese using James
Legge’s translation of Chinese classics and thus
learned at the same time Chinese culture and
thought patterns.

From 1873 to 1878 he lived through a de-



vastating drought and famine covering ten pro-
vinces. In his efforts to meet the needs of the
people, he met with the governors of Shangtung
and Shansi, suggesting a plan for relieving suf-
fering. From that time on he had more and
more contact with educated Chinese of the
higher class.

Chang Chih-tung, governor of Shansi, was
so impressed with Timothy Richard’s ideas for
building roads and railroads, opening mines,
establishing factories, and building schools that
he asked Richard to leave his missionary work
and become his advisor. Richard replied that he
was not himself an expert in these fields and
that he believed the work of spreading the Gos-
pel to be still more important.

During the next ten years Timothy Richard
began a flourishing centre of the Baptist Mis-
sion in Shansi. His experience with the grinding
poverty of the masses of people led him to
undertake lectures on western science to the
official and secular class of China. He hoped to
show them how they could use the forces of
God in nature for the benefit of their country-
men. As Soothill said of him: “His mind was a
busy factory of ideas for China and humanity!”

Timothy Richard not only introduced west-
ern science, but also promoted social interaction
between influential Chinese and missionaries.
He prepared pamphlets for distribution stressing
points of contact between existing Chinese
ideals and the Christian, but avoided attacks on
ancestor worship or idolatry. He also cultivated
friendly relations with Buddhists and Taoists
and with Roman Catholic missionaries.

In 1885 to 1886 he returned to England
with his family to lay before the Baptist Mis-
sionary Society a new scheme for the future
which included cooperating with other mission
societies in establishing a high-grade Christian
College in each provincial capital. He believed

that educating the future leaders of China and
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bringing them to the Christian faith would lead
to winning the nation for Christ.

To his great disappointment, the Society
did not accept the programme. Moreover, when
Timothy Richard returned to Shansi, he found
that younger missionaries of a different theo-
logical position would prefer him to work else-
where. He did in fact leave the mission to pub-
lish a newspaper for a short while. It was at this
point that God opened the door for him.
Timothy Richard was called to succeed Alexan-
der Williamson in a post that would enable him
to influence the whole country.

Founding of the CLS

In 1877 at the first United Mission Meeting
held in Shanghai, it was decided that a commit-
tee should be established to publish books for
Christian Williamson, a

schools. Alexander

Scotsman , was chosen to be the first secretary.
However, for various reasons this plan failed.
But in 1887 Williamson succeeded in founding
the Society for the Diffusion of Christian and
General Knowledge (S. D. K.). Sir Robert Hart
was its president. The Board of Trustees also
included others of the non-missionary foreign
communities of China.

The S. D. K., renamed the Christian Liter-
ature Society in 1906, had as its announced ob-
ject “the circulation of literature based on
Christian principles throughout China, her col-
onies and dependencies, literature written from
the Christian standpoint with a knowledge of
the native modes of thought, and adapted to in-
struct and elevate the people, especially the
more intelligent and ruling classes.”

When Williamson died, only three years la-
ter, the board invited Timothy Richard to be-
come the Director in 1891. He was Director for
25 years and was to make the name of ‘the
Christian Literature Society known in all parts
of China. Under his leadership the society de-

veloped quickly and became the largest and



most influential publishing house in China at
the time.
Timothy Richard and The CLS

Latourette speaks of the choice of Richard
as Director in these words:“Richard had the na-
tion-wide sweep of view and purpose, the ener-
gy and the imagination to venture out in new
ways, the understanding and sympathy with
Chinese thought and religion, the acquaintance
with individuals and the earnest Christian faith
which the position demanded.”

Under Timothy Richard, the main editor
was the American missionary Young J. Allen.
Allen edited the Man Kwok Kung Pao (Review
of the Times). Allen’s Chinese assistant was
Tsai Er-Kang. From 1893 to 1903, the sales of
the books published increased rapidly. In 1893
sales totaled $800. In 1903 the books sales were
$250,000. This was a marvellous increase.

His target audience was the intelligentsia.
In his first year as Director, Richard made a list
of 44,000 persons including chief officials, edu-
cational inspectors and examiners, professors,
scholars and students who might be reached. He
distributed free his own book Historical Evi-
dences of Christianity to all candidates at the
triennial examinations in Peking in 1892. He
translated Mackenzie’s History of the Ninteenth
Century. This book influenced the Reformers
and was even read by the Emperor. In 1893
several publications were distributed among the
60,000 examination candidates at several of the
provincial capitals.

Richard’s own interests were very broad.
He was entirely in sympathy with the stated
aims as formulated by Alexander Williamson.
An early catalogue shows not only a large num-
ber of religious titles but also titles on such
practical matters of interest to a modernizing
China as international law, world history,
geography, educational syllabi, industrial man-

agement, public hygiene, water control, mining,
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road building, ship building, agriculture, foot-
binding, care of children and so forth.

Richard had a great interest in Buddhism
and Taoism. He felt that the partial truth re-
vealed in these religions could be a point of
contact with Christianity. Here he was opposed
by many in the missionary community and even
other Christian Literature Society members.

This openness on the part of Richard led to
some problems with denominational coopera-
tion. In the early days of missions, each de-
nomination was independent with very little
cooperation. Nevertheless the Christian Litera-
ture Society included many denominations of
both liberal and conservative persuasions.
Gradual Change in Publication Policy

Timothy Richard retired in 1916 because of
illness. He returned to England. W.H. Rees
took over his position in the Christian Litera-
ture Society. Richard died in 1919. In the years
between 1916 and 1919 the work of the society
declined. The reasons were many. First, there
was World War 1. Second, the financial support
Third,
Timothy Richard retired, the church and society
lost his leadership. Fourth, the Republic of Chi-

for missionaries decreased. when

na developed other publishing houses. Now the
Christian Literature Society was not the only
one to publish new knowledge. So the Society
had to re-evaluate how it should proceed. At
this time, the board recommended the Canadian
Presbyterian missionary Mr. Donald MacGilliv-
ray to be the General Secretary.

Donald MacGillivray came to China in
1888. He was first in Honan Province as an
evangelist. While there he sent books and news-
papers to the officials. These were very wel-
come. MacGillivray felt that evangelism in
China must be directed toward the officals and
intelligentsia. He wrote to his board in Canada
requesting them to second him to the Christian

Literature Society, saying the Society “spreads



the gospel. Although it introduces new know-
ledge it puts the gospel in first place. Deeply
moved in my heart, | feel that God is calling me to
preach Jesus Christ, but I have no interest in
general knowledge.”

Timothy Richard recognized that MacGilliv-
ray was not in complete agreement with him, but
he was undisturbed by this as he knew MacGilliv-
ray was a learned scholar with excellent Chinese
and that he would make a good editor. MacGilliv-
ray followed Young J. Allen in editing the Man
Kwok Kung Pao.

After MacGillivray became the General
Secretary the differences between him and
Richard became more evident. First, he did not
have the broad interests in China’s problems
which Richard had. And secondly. he was not
known and honored throughout Chinese society
as Timothy Richard had been. Another differ-
ence was that his own theological viewpoint was
conservative. Gradually the Christian Literature
Society’s books became more limited to religious
books only.

After 25 years, the Chinese situation had
changed. Two Chinese presses had started. The
Commercial Press began in 1897 (10 years after
the Christian Literature Socicty) and the Chinese
Book Store was founded in 1912. These two book
stores were very big and also had a sizeable
capital. Chinese scholars were now better able to
translate western books. They were introducing
well known works from the west. The Commer-
and the Chinese Book Store both

published school books and a variety of maga-

cial Press
zines to attract the Chinese reader.
CLS Re-evaluates Its Purpose

In his heart, MacGillivray felt that the
had

changed from government officers and those of

reader for the society’s publications
the higher educated class to young students.
Just at that time came the May Fourth Move-

ment in 1919-- the student revolution. Marxism
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had also come into the students’ thinking. This
thinking influenced the anti-Christian move-
ments. MacGillivray felt that the church’s duty
at that time was to introduce the Christian
Gospel to students. In 1921 he organized a
magazine for youthful readers called Ming Deng.
It was published twice monthly and sold to
university and middle school students. The main
editor was Li Lu De. In 1928 Z. K. Zia became
In 1932 Zia combined Friends of
Youth with Ming Deng.

the editor.

MacGillivray put his emphasis in publishing
on the needs of church schools and missionaries.
The need was for reference books and practical
tools. He himself translated Hastings Bible Dic-
tionary of the Four Gospels,volumes I and 11, a
New Testament commentary and so forth. These
were major books and are still in use today.
MacGillivray had been translating books even
before he was the General Secretary of the
society. In 1907 he prepared a one thousand page
book to commemorate the 100 years of Christian-
ity in China.

During his time, MacGillivray strengthened
the church’s literature work. During the centen-
ial celebration, he made a strong plea for litera-
ture work. According to his report, at that time
there were about 3,500 missionaries in China.
Three thousand were involved in preaching and in
churches. Those working in medical projects
numbered two hundred. In education there were
another two to three hundred missionaries. But in
literature work there were only ten persons.
MacGillivray asked mission boards to send more
money and people to work in literature. He also
suggested that talented Chinese Christians be
trained for this work. He planned that the
Christian Literature Society would be turned over
to Chinese editors. There is no doubt that this was
the right way to go and it was what the Chinese
church hoped for.

As Director, Donald MacGillivray pushed



for a new building for the Christian Literature
Socitey. An English businessman had donated a
large sum of money to the society. With this
MacGillivray bought land on Yuan Ming Yuan
Road and began to build. At the same time he
established a “Timothy Richard Award”for the
best Christian article written each year. This was
intended to encourage young Christians to write.
1930 To the End of the Japanese War 1945

MacGillivray did not live to see the comple-
tion of the new headquarters for the Christian
Literature Society. He died in 1931. C. W. Allen
took over the work. Allen was a missionary who
had been on the Board. He got the help of an
English Baptist missionary A. J. Garnier, who in
1936 became the General Secretary. Allen and
Garnier were both good translators. During their
time they continued MacGillivray’s policy of
translating reference books and cooperated with
Nanking and Chi Loo Theological Seminaries to
translate a number of books on theology. Gradu-
ally the number of Chinese Christian writers and
editors increased. By the 1930’s, Chinese theolo-
gical seminaries had produced a sufficient number
of scholars who were able to do the translating
and writing which before had been dependent on
western editors.

During this time the most important con-
tribution made to the Chinese Church was the

publishing in 1936 of the hymnbook Hymns of

Universal Praise. This was published on behalf of

six major denominations: The Chung Hwa Sheng
Kung Hwei, The Church of Christ in China
(representing those with Presbyterian, Congrega-
tional, and Reformed church background), the
East China Baptist Convention, The Methodist
Episcopal Church North, The Methodist Episcop-
al Church South, and The North China Kung Li
Hui (North China Congregational Church). Dzu
Wei-chih in his book Christianity and Literature
said: “I believe since the Republic of China,

Chinese Christianity’s greatest contributions to
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Chinese literature are first the Bible in Mandarin
and second the Hymns of Universal Praise. These
works are the forerunners of China’s new litera-
ture. It is worth publishing more books like
these.”

The United Hymnal Committee guided the
publication of the Hymns of Universal Praise.
The Editorial Committee consisted of the Rev.
Timothy Ting-fang Lew, Mr. Ernest Y. L. Yang,
Dr. Bliss Wiant from Yenching University and
the Rev. Francis P. Jones from Nanking Universi-
ty. Of the 514 hymns included, 452 were from all
parts of the world. Original Chinese hymns
numbered 62. According to the 1949 report of the
Christian Literature Society, from 1936 to 1947
442,000 hymnals were sold. Except for the Bible,
this book has sold more copies than any other
book in Chinese church history.

In the 1930’s Shanghai was the scene of many
conflicts. In 1937 General Secretary Garnier
retired. He was the last western Director. A
Chinese, Ju Li-de succeeded him. Just then the
Japanese War broke out. The society fled to West
China. There they formed a union with denomi-
national literature societies called the United
Christian Publishing House. This union included:
the Canadian Mission Press, the Christian Litera-
ture Society, the Association Press (YMCA), and
the Christian Farmer. Later the Religious Tract
Society, Christian Youth Monthly, and the Liter-
ature Production Program became members.The
purpose was to cooperate in the midst of war. It
was an effective union. The Christian Literature
Society’s two magazines Happy Childhood and
Women’s Magazine were continued in Szechuan.
After the end of the war in 1945, people returned
home. The Society went back to Shanghai and
continued to publish what the church needed. At
this time Fu Dzu-yin was the General Secretary.
There were still a few westerners who worked
with the Christian Literature Society, but the

leadership was all Chinese.



MESSAGES OF CONGRATULATIONS

Dr. Loren E. Noren

Member of the Executive Committee for 36 Years

Congratulations on celebrating 100 years
history of the Chinese Christian Literature
Council. Names, purposes, needs and personnel
may change from time to time, but providing
Christian literature, mainly in the Chinese lan-
guage, is an oppurtunity which the Chinese

Christian Church cannot overlook.

Ruth and I went to Swatow, Kwangtung,
beginning in 1946. After studying the Chinese
national language for one year in the U. S. A.,
we learned the Swatow Chinese dialect in South
China. We tried to keep aware of the changes
in all of China, including the Christian Litera-
ture Society.When we came to Hong Kong in
1954, literature, in the Chinese language, re-
mained one of our interests. I was a member of
the literature committee until we retired March
31, 1986.

I supported the Western missionary’s
choice of books to be translated and printed.
But they were not selling, in spite of the fact of
being highly subsidized by U. S. A. funds. As
Chinese leadership grew and found its place in
Hong Kong, so did the Council on Christian

Literature for Overseas Chinese become the
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with

Literature Council,

Chinese Christian

Chinese leadership taking charge.

One of my best contributions, as a member
of the largely Chinese Committee, was a trip
that I made to the U. S. A. when Dr. S. C.
Leung and Dr. S. H. Pang asked me to help en-
tice competent Chinese leadership to head up
the work of Christian literature. Heyward W.
H. Wong and Moses Hsu were two who then
came to Hong Kong and began the process of
publishing good books that would sell.Eventual-
ly, literature work was self-supporting. One of
the good results was the writing and publishing
of textbooks for the religious courses in the

schools.

We were well on the way to producing a
variety of Chinese literature which sold well.
Since then, space has been acquired, staff has
done good work, the leadership has been of the
best and the committee has done its work well.
Those in charge of selling the books have done
a good job. Improvements can, of course, be
made; and they will be made by the Chinese
leadership committed to Christ, our Lord and

our Master.



I was fourteen years old living in Nanking
when I had my first experience with the work of
Dr. Bliss

Wiant had come from Peking to meet with the

the Christian Literature Society.

other editors, including my father, Dr. Francis
P. Jones, of the Hymns of Universal Praise. Be-
cause of my father I had the chance to join in
singing and learning the new hymns being consi-
dered. I still have a treasured copy of one of

the early editions of that book.

CLS also published books for the Nanking
Seminary Literature program. After liberation
my father carried on the translation of the
Christian Classics in the United States, ably
assisted by Moses Hsu and others. CCLC pub-
lished the first copy in 1955. I remember the
anticipation and pleasure with which we recei-

ved it in the United States.

That was my introduction to the work of
CCLC. When I went to Taiwan to work with
the Methodist Church in Christian Education, 1
joined CCLC’s Readers Club because I wanted
to know what was available for use by minis-
ters, Women’s Society, children and youth. In

those early years when not so many books were
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Miss Dorothy E. Jones
Staff member for 17 years

available, every new publication was a source of

great excitement.

At church district meetings and conferences
when I introduced new books for sale, I always
looked first for books published by CCLC. The
average church member does not know what
books are available or where to buy them.
When we set up book tables in the churches be-
fore Christmas or on other occasions, people

were eager to buy.

My interest in children’s books in Chinese
grew when I taught a course on children’s litera-
ture to students preparing to teach kindergar-
ten. Only one of my students had herself read
children’s books as a child. It was hard for the
other students to understand how a good book
can come alive for a child, influencing his think-
ing and his outlook on life. 1 realized there
were not enough children’s books in Chinese,
and too many of the ones we had were transla-
tions. We needed then, as we still need, to find
and train writers for children. So I was happy to
join CCLC’s staff in 1970 and eager to promote
in any way I could the production of children’s

books.



Of all the children’s material produced by
the Christian Literature Society the oldest and
most effective has been the ‘Happy Childhood’
magazine. Among those brought up on this
magazine are Rev. Canon Simon Ho, Dr. L.H.
Chow, Principal Juanita Mei. The first issue
came out in March 1915, the first children’s
magazine to be published in all of China. In
1920 Miss Margaret Brown, a Canadian Pres-
byterian missionary, became the editor. During
the Japanese War Miss Brown was on furlough
when CLS moved to Szechuan. There a gradu-
ate of Ginling College took over the editing
and, in spite of great difficulties in printing and
mailing because of the war, 5,000 copies were
1945 CLS
moved back to Shanghai. With Miss Brown

distributed monthly. In August
again editing, they were able to put out a Janu-
ary 1946 issue. By 1948 subscriptions had risen

to 13,000., more than before the war.

In Hong Kong CCLC immediately saw the
need for a Children’s magazine. Miss Brown
with the help of Miss Cheng Ai-de brought out
the first Hong Kong Edition of ‘Happy Child-
hood’ in December 1953. Jean Chen took over
as editor in 1955 when Miss Brown retired.
When Mrs. Chen became editor of ‘Happy
Home™ in 1963, Miss Irene Chang took over
‘Happy Childhood’, followed by Miss Marjorie
Tong from *69-78 and Mrs. Margaret Fong from

78 to *80.

During those sixteen years great changes
took place in the magazine. The magazine be-
came larger; it was published in four colours;
the printing and character size were better; and
"Happy
Childhood” was read around the world. A sur-

the format was lively and attractive.

vey of children’s magazines in Hong Kong gave

‘Happy Childhood™ one of the highest ratings.
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Still, the maximum printed was only 6,000. At
the low selling price, CCLC consistently lost
money. In 1980 this magazine was reluctantly

discontinued.

Out of this magazine, however, have come
eighteen of our best selling children’s books.
CCLC began printing inexpensive compilations
of the most popular stories from ‘Happy Child-
hood’. Three of these books have averaged one
The Golden Seeds
(fairy stories), Chinese Historical Personalities,
and The Palace of a Hundred Rooms.

thousand copies a year:

CCLC has been very successful in holding
book fairs in primary schools to make it easier
for children to know and buy books. Children
hunger to read. I am especially grateful for the
recent children’s book grant from the Church of
Christ in China. I want to express my apprecia-
tion for the progress that has been made in
producing children’s story books, textbooks,

and songbooks.

Books meet a spiritual need for children as
well as adults. This year CCLC is beginning a
new series called Palm Tree Bible Stories for
Children with

But other books, too, help children to under-

attractive modern illustrations.
stand themselves and their relationships to
others and to the world around them. A new
book is Madeleine L’ Engel’s Wrinkle in Time,
a science fiction fantasy stressing the power of
love. Although The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis is also a fantasy, it is
really an allegorical account of the Gospel and
enjoyed by all children for its adventure and

action.

As CCLC begins a second century of
Christian publication in Chinese, I wish them

God’s blessing.
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CCLOC staff in 1965
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“Writing Camp” in Malaysia,
November, 1977
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Dr. A. D. Manuel, World Association for

Christian Communication, opens the
UCPS joint warehouse at a Thanksgiving

service in 1977
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FHEG0R F % B &
(1977411 A )

Thanksgiving service for the 90th
anniversary of CLS
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Miss Margaret Brown when Celebrating the 90th anniversary of CLS in 1977
she was ninety in 1977

She served CLS and CCLOC

from 1920-1955.
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CCLC staff with outgoing publisher
Rev. Simon Ho ("77-'80) and incoming
publisher Rev. Daniel Wong at the
founding of CCLC's Cultural Society
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Dr. Marion Van Horne from Intermedia, NCCUSA,
leads workshop on “Writing for Children”, April 1981

PEERIEP SR EEAE
(1981F7H198 )
CCLC cooperates with the Methodist

Church to open the S & S Bookroom,
July 1981
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Executive and Publication C'tees,

CCLC staff farewell Rev. Daniel Wong
Oct, 1984
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Thanksgiving Service

for the inauguration

of Rev. Willie Wong
as publisher, Feb. 1985
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Staff Retreat at Hoh Fuk Tong, March 1985

[F] T M) 32 B 45& ( 1986F11H &H)
Staff Retreat at Cheung Chau, Nov. 1986
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Introducing Social Studies textbooks to
primary school principals, Nov. 1986
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“Thumbs up for good books!"” at school book fair
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(198644 12 4 )
Staff attend Thanksgiving service

for Central District Bookroom .
Dec.1986

EREYHME A LEALYE
(1987444 )
At the Church , Shanghai
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General Office at Peking
Road
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K77 #7P] ARIMAR
Bookstore at Tung Fong Street - 9

2B P AR AT R BT AT 3R
(19834 )

The former Distribution Department,
Tung Fong St.
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Inside the Bookstore at Tung Fong Street
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Inside the Bookstore at Central
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