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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

Time: 5 p m. 12th November 1977, Place: St. Andrew’s Church, 2 Kowloon

Leader: Rev. Ho Sai-Ming Organist: Mrs. Rayan Ma

L o Mrs. Rayan Ma
2. Call to Worship .......... S T Rev. Ho Sai-Ming
3. Hymn: God of Grace and God of GIOry ........c.vvvvininiieinenanannn.. Congregation

4.

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power;
Crown thine ancient Church’s story; bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour.

Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
Fears and doubts too long have bound us: free our hearts to work and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days.

Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that they may be
Armored with all Christ-like graces in the fight to set men free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, that we fail not men nor thee!

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore:
Let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore. Amen.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 119:105-112 .......coiiiniiniiniininee. Rev. David Lew

V. Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

R . I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe thy righteous ordinances.

V. I am sorely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, according to thy word!

R . Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me thy ordinances.

V. I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget thy law.

R . The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from thy precepts.

V. Thy testimonies are my heritage forever, yea, they are the joy of my heart.
R. I incline my heart to perform thy statutes forever, to the end. Amen.

Scripture Reading: I Corlnthians 9: 19-22.....: 0 0immusnssssiovins Rev. Philip Teng
Anthem: Double Quartette............... Rev. Allen Ho Rev. Benjamir Pao
Rev. David Lew Rev. James Ho
Rev. Loren Noren Rev. Philip Teng
Rev. Ho Tin-Yau Rev. Thomas Lung
Scripture Reading: John 1:1-14 ..., Rev. Loren Noren
Hymn: Eond,, Ly WG BRI e ccsmpnmemmrsxnamamesssmersseemxs s Congregation

Lord, thy word abideth, and our footsteps guideth:
Who its truth believeth light and joy receiveth.

When the storms are o’er us, and dark clouds before us,
Then its light directeth, and our way protecteth.

Who can tell the pleasure, who recount the treasure,
By thy word imparted to the simple-hearted?

O that we, discerning its most holy learning,
Lord, may love and fear Thee, evermore be near Thee! Amen.

- 3
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9, Sermon .......cc.evuunn. B e e P e Rev. Chow Lien-Hwa
10. Hymn: God Send Us MeRN .....c..coviiinieniiiinincaenronienscesessssacses Congregation

God send us men whose aim 'twill be
Not to defend some ancient creed,
But to live out the laws of Christ
In every thought and word and deed.

God send us men alert and quick
His lofty precepts to translate,

Until the laws of Christ become
The laws and habits of the state.

God send us men of steadfast will,
Patient, courageous, strong and true,
With vision clear and mind equipped
His will to learn, his work to do.

God send us men with hearts ablaze,
All truth to love, all wrong to hate;
These are the patriots nations need;
These are the bulwark of the state. Amen.

11. Prayer of Thonksgiving .......ccccoviieiiniiiiiiniieicentencnrennnennnne. Rev. Li Ping-Kwong

Let us give thanks and praise to God.

Our Father, You have always sought to communicate with us, your people.
You have spoken to us through the prophets and their words have been
preserved for us in writing.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

Your word was made flesh in Jesus Christ. In His daily life as well as in
His teaching He showed us what it means to be your children.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

We have received your gift of words ... words to enlarge our understanding.
to stir the imagination and quicken our spirits.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

With gratitude we remember those pioneers who ninety years ago started
the Christian Literature Society in Shanghai. They gave themselves faithfully
to the work of translating and interpreting the good news in many different
ways for the people of China.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.

We remember those who saw the need to carry on this work in Hong Kong
by forming the Chinese Christian Literature Council.

We thank you from our hearts, O Lord.
12. Prayer of intercession .......... et eeaeeeaaeiaeeenaeaanaaa, «...... Rev, Robert Hyatt

We pray, now, for writers and editors:

Give them insight, O Lord, and understanding. Help them write with sim-
plicity and clarity, with force and compassion. And may their influence be
for Your glory.

In them and in us, O God, let your truth grow.
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We pray for translators:
Grant, O Lord, that the ideas of the writer may so grasp the translators that
they will carry these ideas across the barriers of one language to a vibrant
expression in their own.

In them and in us, O God, let your truth grow.
Let us pray for publishers:
Give them, O Lord, the wisdom to guide and encourage all those under their
direction.

In them and in us, O God, let your truth grow.

Let us pray for illustrators and designers:

May they appreciate the power of art to crystalize meaning and to stimulate
the mind.

In them and in us, O God, let your truth grow.

Let us pray for all those in production —-typesetters, proof-readers and printers:
We recognize, O Lord, that theirs is a tiresome routine. We pray that meaning
and purpose will come to them as they see their work as a way of serving

You.

In them and in us, O God, let your truth grow.

Let us pray for all booksellers:

O Lord, we pray for all those who through their displays and courteous words
attract and encourage people to find the right book.

In them and in us, O God, let your truth grow.

O Lord, we are grateful for those in the past who have left us a great
inheritance. May we of the present take up and encourage what is good.
May we hand it on to those who come after, believing that our work in
Your name will not be wasted. We seek in all to give honour and praise
to Your name.

Glory be to You, O Lord most high. Amen.
13. Announcements .......... SRR e Rev. Ho Sai-Ming
14. Hymn: Now Thank We All Our God ...................... B R s Congregation

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way,
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The Son and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. Amen.

15, Boeletlon .o mammins snssaiasmssissesssisvaiis e e P Bishop Gilbert Baker
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A Message from the Rev. HW. Spillett

Rev. & Mrs. H. W. Spillett

Early Days

[ well remember my first day in the office in 1953. Mrs. Spillett and 1 had
only just arrived in the Colony. We were staying at the Church Guest House
and that was where the office was - - No. 1 Upper Albert Road. It was a
converted garage with a small flat above it plus one room downstairs in the
Guest House itself. We were terribly cramped for space, yet the industrious
staff got through a great amount of work. It was a noisy and dusty corner.
Buses and trucks thundered by. On summer afternoons it was very hot.

The little office was often crowded. Printers’ men, translators, writers, church
leaders from Hong Kong and overseas found their way uphill to Upper Albert
Road. On rare occasions there were friends from our sponsoring bodies -~ from

U. S. A., Canada and the U. K. from whom we received generous support and
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encouragement.

Sooner or later we hoped to find more commodious quarters, but it was not
until 1967 that we crossed the harbour to Peking Road. I was glad that this
happened in my time and that I had the privilege of leading the gigantic and

successful operation!
Translations and Creative Writing

Our guide lines for the future were based on the great traditions given to
us by the Christian Literature Society. We had a good selection of CLS titles
to choose from, and in the person of Miss Margaret Brown we had a living link
between the CLS and ourselves.

Although the needs of the time made reprinting of former titles and trans-
lations of new work imperative, our eyes were early set on the development of
creative Christian writing. This would prove to be a constant challenge to and
test of our work.

We do not apologize for translations - if they are good ones! Our Chinese
Bibles are translations. The Christian religion is ecumenical and inter-cultural.
The richness of the cultures - - both East and West - - are necessary for the full

understanding of the message.
The Common Reader

One problem hard to solve was how to choose a suitable writing style.
When the great Timothy Richard and other leaders advecated a gospel directed
to the intelligentsia (the Mandarins) as a priority in those times, one could not
expect the Christian teacher in a Chinese village to be over sympathetic.

Today some would urge the wider use of cartoons and ‘comics’. On the
other hand CCLC has been scolded for using old-fashioned styles in its writing.

You can't please everybody. Perhaps the history of the Chinese Bible
answers the question. Let there be modes of expression suitable for particular
readership groups, but never forget the common people and the language they

can understand. CCLC has always been alive to this issue.
Experiments

In the course of fourteen years we made adventurous experiments of all
kinds. We were consciously pioneers aided by gifted writers, translators and
artists. We invented the term ‘creative translation’ in which the ‘spirit’ rather

than the ‘letter’ were important. An example is Cat. No. 1620, ‘Robert Morrison
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- a Master Builder.” The translator was the well-known historian -— Jen Yu-Wen.

We had the privilege of making Chinese translations of the works of
C. S. Lewis including the delightful “Screwtape Letters,” Cat. 927. The gifted
and lamented author regretted he could not read them!

We rejoiced at the theological series which came out through the years -~
the volumes too numerous to mention. I was personally impressed by the value
for teachers and preachers of Cat. 707 “Theological Wordbook of the Bible” by
Alan Richardson.

We pioneered in the production of ‘religious’ and distinctively Chinese
Christmas cards. We were fortunate in having the help of I-Ching Hsu, an artist
of international reputation. Her series of religious pictures are striking and
beautiful.

Among the most rewarding of our experiences was being able to publish
“Happy Childhood” the children’s monthly. Founded long ago by the CLS it

goes from strength to strength. It remains unique in its field.

Finance and Self-support

This question was always with us. To what extent could the programme
be self-supporting? Was it right to depend so much on help from outside? Much
depended on the size of editions. At first 1,000 copies was the norm. If Christian
literature were more widely read, the problem would be less acute.

We believed that some books were so important and of such quality that a
subsidy was justified.

Some Christian publishers meet the problem by diversification, bringing out
valuable secular works to help support the religious programme. Sometimes the
way out comes through school textbooks. CCLC now follows this policy very
admirably.

Organizations such as ours are vulnerable. This is a world of rising prices
and inflation. It is also a world of rapid social and political change. The CLS
had its ups and downs but we believe its last years in Shanghai were equal to
the best. Ours is not a secular business - - we can be confident of divine guidance
so long as we keep the evangelical vision. We are sure, too, that we can depend
on the ‘sponsoring bodies’ for continued sympathy and understanding.

In conclusion Mrs. Spillett joins me in sending good wishes to you all both

for now and in the future.

Hubert W. Spillett
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